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APPEAL BRIEF 


Applicant hereby submits, in triplicate, an appeal brief filed within three (3) months of filing 
a Notice of Appeal by First Class Mail on October 16, 2003. A check ($220.00) for $165.00 for 
filing a brief in support of an appeal by a small entity applicant is attached to the transmittal letter. 
One Month Extension of Time 

Applicant respectfully requests an extension of time for filing this appeal brief within the 
first month after the two (2) month filing requirement of 37 CFR § 1.192. The check attached to the 
transmittal letter also pays the extension of time fee $55.00 for a small entity apphcant. 

Applicant filed a petition pursuant 37 CFR § 1.182 by facsimile transmission on December 
15, 2003 requesting entry of Applicant's amendment filed October 16, 2003 in response to the 
examiner's final rejection dated July 15, 2003. To date, the director of Patent Technology Center 
3700 has not acted on Applicant's petition. Applicant fiiUy expected to have a decision within the 


J3 

m 
o 
m 

< 
m 
D 


first month of the extension of time so that he could proceed on the basis of the claims as amended 
after the final rejection. But to avoid the necessity of having to pay the excessive government fees 
for an extension beyond the first month, it is necessary for him to proceed as set forth below. 
Real Party in Interest 

Applicant, David W. Perrego, is the real party in interest. 
Related Appeals and Interferences 

No other appeal and/or interference exists that will directly affect or be directly affected by or 
have a bearing on the Board's decision in the pending appeal. 
Status of Claims 

Originally filed Claims 1-19 were subjected to a requirement for restriction and method 
claims 16-19 were withdravra firom consideration on their merits in the final rejection. Claims 1-15 
as amended after the first office action dated May 8, 2002 (Appendix A) are those currently subject 
to the possible entry of Applicant's proposed amendments after the final rejection of July 15, 2003. 
Status of Amendments 

Apphcant timely filed a response with proposed amendments to the claims on October 16, 
2003 after the final rejection dated July 15, 2003. In his October 30, 2003 office action, the 
examiner refiised to enter Applicant's amendments after final rejection because "they raise new 
issues that would require fiirther consideration and/or search," and "they are not deemed to place the 
application in better form for appeal by materially reducing or simplifying the issues for appeal." 
More specifically, the examiner states that the "amendment has changed the scope of the claims... for 
example in claim 1 adding 'standing fi-ame means' and 'depend downwardly,' and in claim 2 adding 
'assuming said vertical traction suspension position' are further limitations never before considered." 


Applicant shows in his petition how the issues related to the proposed limitations questioned in 
Claims 1 and 2 have been previously considered by the examiner in Applicant's claims submitted 
after the first office action dated May 8, 2002. 

The amended claims proposed after final rejection (Appendix B) are those now being 
considered for entry by the director of Patent Technology Center 3700, Art Unit 3764. 
Summary of the Invention 

The vertical traction assembly of the invention directs a focused traction force specifically to 
the area of maximal muscle strain and spasm along a person's spine when using gravity to stretch a 
his or her spine while in a vertical traction suspension position. The assembly comprises fi*ame 
means and torso harness coupled to downwardly depend fi-om the fi-ame means. Stand means 
provides a non-traction receiving surface adjacent the fi-ame means on which a person may step to 
don the torso harness. The harness means is effective to suspend the person firom the fi:ame means 
when the person steps fi:om the non-traction receiving surface to a vertical traction suspension 
position after donning the harness. In short, the assembly enables the person to personally subject 
himself or herself to treatment on the claimed assembly without necessary assistance by another 
person as is required in other known traction assemblies. 

The traction force focusing means connected to the fi-ame means directs traction pressure to a 
selected location along the spine of the person whose legs are fi-eely hanging downwardly while 
suspended in a vertical traction suspension position. The focused traction force means is adjustably 
connected to the frame means to be selectively secured to a plurality of vertical locations for 
directing a gravity traction force to a preselected area at a point along the spine of the person in 
suspension. (See the first two paragraphs under "The Summary of the Invention" at pages 5 and 6 of 


the written description; pad element 25 shown in Figs. 1-2 and 4-8 explained at pages 10-14;and pad 
element 43 in Fig. 9 explained at page 14.) 

Unlike known traction assemblies that require the person to be in traction for extended 
periods of time, the traction pressure is applied for short periods of time with a protocol that includes 
a treatment cycle having a plurality of abbreviated traction sessions when the patient is suspended in 
the vertical traction suspension position. The traction sessions are separated with respect to each 
other with a rest period without traction. More particularly, each traction session may have a duration 
of up to 90 seconds and each rest period a duration of up to 90 seconds. And the traction pressure is 
equal to about 40% of the patient's body weight. (See full paragraph at page 7 of the written 
description.) 

The patient's lower body freely suspends from the frame structure to allow for subtle side-to- 
side shifts in the person's weight that produce a "balanced suspension" that increases the pull on 
tighter muscles. Depending on the amount of spasm present, the traction force draws up and shortens 
the tight muscles primarily on the affected side. So the hanging legs cause the side with the shortest 
muscles to take the bulk of the traction force thereby causing shorter muscles to be pulled harder and 
elongated. In short, the side undergoing the most spasm will receive the most force and benefit. (See 
first full paragraph at page 8.) 

Stand means moimted to the frame means provides a non-traction receiving surface on which 
the person may step to don the torso harness means and a partial traction receiving surface. The 
harness means suspends the person from the frame means for less than full traction obtained in a full 
vertical traction suspension position when the person initially steps from the non-traction receiving 
surface to the partial traction receiving surface after donning the hamess. An individual requires little 


preparation for using the assembly of the invention. The patient simply adjusts the harness to fit his 
or her particular body size and dons it while standing on a platform elevated with respect to the floor 
so that no traction is produced. Once the torso harness is secured to the person's body and gradually 
lowers himself or herself into a suspended position for a traction session. (See the last full paragraph 
on page 8 and bridging paragraph on pages 8-9.) 
Issues 

1 . Whether or not claims 3, 6-7 are still objected to since the examiner denied entry of 
the amendments to correct this informality under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph. Notably, 
without entry of the amendment, the examiner does not reference any claims objected to in paragraph 
7 of his October 30, 2003 office action. It's not clear as to whether his objection of paragraph 1 
under "Claim Objections" in his final rejection of July 15, 2003 still appHes. 

2. Whether or not claims 4 and 15 stand rejected imder 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, first paragraph, 
as lacking enablement because the "applicant fails to disclose specifically how the focused traction 
pressure means (what structure?) would ensure to deliver the predetermined force of about 40% 
weight (how is a pad capable of delivering this predetermined force?) to the spine of a user. Without 
entry of the applicant's amendment after final rejection that addresses this question, it's unclear as to 
whether this rejection of claims 4 and 15 still applies. 

3. Whether Chitwood (U.S. Patent 5,662,597) anticipates claim 1 under 35 U.S.C. §102. 
Specific issues related to the anticipation issue include the following: 

a) Whether the Chitwood harness means 66 is "effective to maintain a person in a 
vertical traction suspension position." 

b) Whether the Chitwood head receiving portion 20 constitutes a "traction force 
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focusing means" as Applicant discloses and claims. 

4. Whether Burton (U.S. Patent 4,205,665) anticipates claim 9 under 35 U.S.C. § 102. 
Specific issues related to the anticipation issue include the following: 

a) Whether the mere utilization of the force of gravity to produce a traction force always 
finds a person in "a vertical traction suspension position" as in claim 9. 

b) Whether the lower Burton platform 96 that is disposed directly below the upper 
Burton platform 94 allows the person to stand on lower platform 96 at anytime. 

5. Whether Nelson (U.S. Patent 4,890,604) renders claims 1, 7, and 10-14 to be obvious 
and unpatentable under 35 U.S.C. §103(a). 

6. Whether Nelson in view of Burton renders claims 2-6, 8, and 15 obvious and 
unpatentable under 35 U.S.C. §103(a). 

Grouping of Claims 

Claim 1 is rejected as being anticipated by Chitwood • 

Claim 9 is rejected as being anticipated by Burton. 

Claims 1, 7, and 10-14 are rejected as being obvious over Nelson. 

Claims 2-6, 8, and 15 are rejected as being obvious over Nelson in view of Burton. 
Argument 

Claims 1, 9 and 10 are independent claims. Claims 2-8 depend fi-om claim 1 with claims 2-6 
incorporating the "stand means" and the derivation and amount of "focused traction pressure" that 
more specifically recite novel structural features that enable a person, without the aid of another, to 
don the hamess means, and to control the amount of time spent in traction. 

Claim 7 incorporates a novel function of the focused traction force means "being effective to 


derive said focused traction pressure from a portion of the weight of the person in said traction 
position" while the person "is vertically suspended with the harness means to produce said focused 
traction pressure." 

Claim 8 recites the novel structxire of the adjustable feature of the traction force focusing 
means is directed to "a selected location along the spine of a person" at "an inflamed area on the 
person's back" thus highlighting a capability and function not found in known traction assembUes. 

Claim 9 is directed to a novel free standing structure with stand means that distinguishes over 
a traction structxxre having frame means that may not be free standing and requires the aid of others 
for a person to receive traction pressure as claimed. 

Claims 11-15 depend from claim 10 with claims 11-13 defining novel "backboard means" 
(claim 11) that supports the upper body portion of the person who is girded with the harness means 
while the lower portion of the person's body is "suspended in said gravity traction suspension 
position." Claim 12 further sets forth a novel "releasable tightening means for selectively securing 
the focused traction force means to a plurality of vertical locations along said backboard means." 
Claim 13 further defines the "backboard means" in terms of the novel "front rearwardly tilted frame 
portion," and "pad element means adjustably moxmt to the backboard means and releasable 
fastening means for selectively positioning the pad element means with respect to a person using said 
assembly to undergo vertical traction treatment in a fiill suspension position." Claims 14 and 15 
respectively define a novel "focused traction force means" to be "effective to direct a traction force 
equal to a fraction of the person's weight at said selected location along the spine of said person," and 
the "traction force" to be "equal to about 40% of the person's weight." 

No known traction structure enables its user to do what the claimed structures of the 
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independent and dependent claims accomplish as set forth above. So the specifically claimed 

structures thus constitute further inventive features of Applicant's novel traction assembly. For the 

foregoing reasons, the claims of the groups of single claim 1; claim 9; claims 1, 7, and 10-14; and 

claims 2-6, 8, and 15 do not stand or fall together. 

35 U.S.C. § 112, First and Second Paragraph Issues 

L Whether or not claims 3. 6-7 are still objected to since the examiner denied entry of 
the amendments to correct this informality xmder 35 U.S.C. S 112. second paragraph . 

Notably, without entry of the amendment, the examiner does not reference any claims 

objected to in paragraph 7 of his October 30, office action. It's not clear as to whether his objection 

of paragraph 1 under "Claim Objections" in his final rejection of July 15, 2003 still applies. 

Applicant attempted to amend claims 3 and 7 to specify a "vertical traction suspension system" in 

place of "traction position" to which the examiner objects. Applicant, however, unintentionally 

overlooked the same proposed amendment in claim 6. 

2, Whether or not claims 4 and 15 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 112. first paragraph, 
as lacking enablement. 

The examiner alleges that the "applicant fails to disclose specifically how the focused traction 
pressure means (what structure?) would ensure to deliver the predetermined force of about 40% 
weight (how is a pad capable of delivering this predetermined force?) to the spine of a user. In his 
August 8, 2002 response, Applicant provided an insert at page 3 of his written description that fully 
explains how Applicant's "traction force focusing means" (pad element means 25) simply takes 
advantage of the principle that for every force applied in one direction there is an equal opposite 
force. The person in the claimed "vertical traction suspension position" attained in Applicant's 
claimed structure simply focuses the amount of body weight that is effective to produce a traction 
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force known to be produced in existing traction systems. Applicant's claimed structure simply more 
effectively uses that force of about 40% of the suspended person's body weight by applying it to a 
selected location along the person's spine rather than being distributed along the entire length of the 
spinal column as in Chitwood, Nelson, and Burton structures. 

Without entry of the applicant's amendment after final rejection that addresses this question, 
it's unclear as to whether this rejection of claims 4 and 15 still applies. 
The Inventive Concepts of Applicant's Traction Assembly 

1. A traction assembly that focuses a traction force at a selective location of a person's 
spine while the person is suspended (hangs) in a vertical traction suspension position. 

2. The novel traction assembly eliminates long periods of time in traction as in known 
assemblies. 

3. The Applicant's novel traction assembly enables a person to receive effective traction 
treatment to a selected inflamed area along the length of his or her spine without the 
aid of others while safely and fully controlling the time of applied traction. 

Definitions of Terms Used in Applicant's Claims and the Prior Art References 

To insure full and accurate communication with the Board, and in view of arguments 

presented in the Patent Office actions, the ordinary meaning of specific terms related to the 

determination of patentability of Applicant's invention is required. 

Webster '5 New Third International Dictionary (the Dictionary) defines freestanding as 

"standing alone or on its own foundation free of architectural or supporting frame or attachment;" 

occipital bone as "a compound bone that forms the posterior part of the skull and surrounds the 

foramen magnum bearing condyle or condyles for articulation with the atlas in vertebrates;" standing 
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as "upright on the feet or in place; erect;" suspension as "an act of hanging or the state of being 
hung;" and vertical as "perpendicular to the plane of the horizon or to a primary axis." See attached 
respective pages 907, 1560, 2224, 2303, and 2546 of the Dictionary. 
The Law Related to Anticipation 

For anticipation under 35 U.S.C. 102, the reference must teach every aspect of the claimed 
invention either explicitly or impliedly. Any feature not directly taught must be inherently present."A 
claim is anticipated only if each and every element as set forth in the claim is foimd, either expressly 
or inherently described, in a single prior art reference." Verdegaal Bros. v. Union Oil Co. of 
California, 814 F.2d 628, 631, 2 USPQ2d 1051, 1053 (Fed. Cir. 1987). "When a claim covers 
several structures or compositions, either generically or as alternatives, the claim is deemed 
anticipated if any of the structures or compositions within the scope of the claim is known in the 
prior art." Brown v. 3M, 265 F.3d 1349, 1351, 60 USPQ2d 1375, 1376 (Fed. Cir. 2001) (claim to a 
system for setting a computer clock to an offset time to address the Year 2000 (Y2K) problem, 
applicable to records with year date data in "at least one of two-digit, three-digit, or four-digit" 
representations, was held anticipated by a system that offsets year dates in only two-digit formats). 
See also MPEP § 2131.02. "The identical invention must be shown in as complete detail as is 
contained in the ... claim." Richardson v. Suzuki Motor Co., 868 F.2d 1226, 1236, 9 USPQ2d 1913, 
1920 (Fed. Cir. 1989). The elements must be arranged as required by the claim, but this is not an 
ipsissimis verbis test, i.e., identity of terminology is not required. In re Bond, 910 F.2d 831, 15 
USPQ2d 1566 (Fed. Cir. 1990). 

1 Whether Chitwood (U.S. Patent 5,662,597) anticipates claim 1 under 35 U.S.C. S102. 

The examiner states that the Chitwood "adjustable inclined table ... would place the user in a 
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vertical traction suspension." Claim 1 requires a "harness means" "effective to maintain a person in 

a vertical traction suspension position after the person dons said hamess means." A user's "vertical 

traction suspension position" requires the user to be "perpendicular to the plane of the horizon or to a 

primary axis." Chitwood discloses no such hamess means that depends downwardly from a standing 

frame means to produce the recited fimction. In contrast, Chitwood' s hamess is disposed along an 

inclined surface, and the user is never in a "vertical traction" hanging position so that the person's 

body is "perpendicular to the plane of the horizon or to a primary axis." 

Chitwood's "head and neck support structure" 20 produces a "gravity force from the 

user's/patient's body on the occipital bone at the back of the head of the patient or user to provide 

adequate stretching of the cervical area of the neck" (Chitwood, col. 5, Is, 10-14). The occipital bone 

is in the posterior of the head and not in the spinal column as the examiner argues. So structure 20 

is not a "traction force focusing means." 

a) Whether the Chitwood hamess means 66 is "effective to maintain a person in a 
vertical traction suspension position." 

The strap or hamess assembly 60 with belt 66 "can be used to limit the amount of gravity 

force exerted by the user's or patient's head against the ridge or shoulder 34 and the adjacent Uft 

surface 36 of the head receiving portion 20" (Chitwood, col. 5, Is. 4-7). The person does not hang 

in a vertical disposition that is perpendicular to the plane of the horizontal surface supporting his 

traction assembly. That is, a person merely reclining on the inclined Chitwood table 12 is not 

suspended as AppUcant discloses and claims. So the Chitwood hamess 60/66 is not "effective to 

maintain a person in a vertical traction suspension position." 

b} Whether the Chitwood head receiving portion 20 constitutes a "traction force 
focusing means" as Applicant discloses and claims. 


The person reclines on an inclined surface to inherently distribute the person's weight along 
the entire length of the spine. It is impossible for the Chitwood head receiving portion to apply "a 
predetermined amount of focused traction pressure directly to a selected location along the spine of 
the person who is in said vertical traction suspension position." A person using the Chitwood 
assembly is incapable of hanging suspended in a vertical position with respect to the surface 
supporting the assembly. Thus it is impossible for the head receiving portion 20 to address any 
inflamed area in the lumbar location or any other selective location. No evidence exists in the 
Chitwood disclosure that the mere mating of the center portion 30 directs a focused traction force to 
the person's spine. The head receiving portion 30 is used to simply "provide adequate stretching of 
the cervical area of the neck (Chitwood, col. 5, Is. 14-15). 

For these foregoing reasons, Chitwood cannot anticipate Applicant's claim 1. 

4 Whether Burton (TJ.S. Patent 4.205.665) anticipates claim 9 under 35 U.S.C. § 102. 

The examiner states that Burton's apparatus uses "the force of gravity" for "spinal traction 
therapy." Frame means 54 is a rotating structure not a standing structure that is necessary for 
Applicant's harness means to "depend doAvnwardly from" his frame means to enable the user to 
suspend or hang "perpendicular to the plane of the horizon or to a primary axis" as set forth in claim 
9. Burton's foot stop 93 does not have a surface to perform the claimed fimction, but is merely "a 
safety device to help protect the patient from a fall if one of the primary support elements fails." 
Burton's lower platform 96 is used to clamp his contraption to the bed and provides no surface upon 
which the patient can stand to do anything let alone to perform the specific fimctions recited in 
claim 9. And the donning of Burton's harness cannot be effected by the user but must be assisted 
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by another person. In contrast, if necessary, a user of Applicant's assembly needs no assistance to 

don the claimed harness means to receive the benefits of the claimed device. No such benefits exist 

in using the Burton assembly. See Burton, col 5, Is. 35-43. 

a} Whether the mere utilization of the force of gravity to produce a traction force 
always finds a person in "a vertical traction suspension position" as in claim 9. 

The limitation of "a vertical traction suspension position" refers to the position of the person 

using Applicant's assembly. It is not in reference to the mere force of gravity acting on a person in 

any position with respect to the floor on which any known device is located. In fact. Burton shows 

many positions for a person on whom gravity is producing a traction force. But none of the 

positions finds a person hanging in a vertically disposed position against a "traction force focusing 

means" Applicant claims. Clearly, a person's weight is inherently distributed over the entire length 

of the body against the bed surface in the Burton structure. And Bxuton's harness 32 is not 

"effective to suspend the person fi-om the [Burton] firame means [54] for a partial traction pressxire 

when the person stands on said second partial traction receiving surface after donning said harness 

means" as in claim 9. 

b} Whether the lower Burton platform 96 that is disposed directly below the upper 
Burton platform 94 allows the person to stand on lower platform 96 at anytime. 

The Burton lower platform 96 of foot stop 93 is clamped to the existing bed foot board 98 

by clamps 100" (Burton, col. 5, 37-39). In other words, platform 96 is merely part of the attachment 

means that connects the foot stop 93 to the Burton fi-ame. A scissors mechanism 102 is used "to 

adjust the position of upper platform 94 to just below the patient's feet as a safety device to help 

protect the patient fi*om a fall if one of the primary support elements fails" (Burton, col 5, Is. 39-43). 

There is no way that a person " may " stand on the upper platform 94 "to don the hamess 32," nor is 
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there any way that a person "may'' stand to adjust said harness means with respect to the person's 
torso and assembly before the person voluntarily steps to a vertical, gravity traction suspension 
position" as in claim 9. Li short, the Burton structure is incapable of "performing [Applicant's] 
intended use" of its claimed stand means as the examiner alleges. 

For all of the foregoing reasons. Burton does not anticipate Applicant's claim 9. 
The Law Related to Obviousness 

To establish a prima facie case of obviousness, three basic criteria must be met. First, there 
must be some suggestion or motivation, either in the references themselves or in the knowledge 
generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art, to modify the reference or to combine 
reference teachings. Second, there must be a reasonable expectation of success. Finally, the prior art 
reference (or references when combined) must teach or suggest all the claim limitations. The 
teaching or suggestion to make the claimed combination and the reasonable expectation of success 
must both be found in the prior art and not based on applicant's disclosure. In re Vaeck, 947 F.2d 
488, 20 USPQ2d 1438 (Fed. Cir. 1991). 

The initial burden is on the examiner to provide some suggestion of the desirability of doing 
what the inventor has done. "To support the conclusion that the claimed invention is directed to 
obvious subject matter, either the references must expressly or impliedly suggest the claimed 
invention or the examiner must present a convincing line of reasoning as to why the artisan would 
have found the claimed invention to have been obvious in light of the teachings of the references." 
Ex parte Clapp, 227 USPQ 972, 973 (Bd. Pat. App. & Inter. 1985). 

"There are three possible sources for a motivation to combine references: the nature of the 
problem to be solved, the teachings of the prior art, and the knowledge of persons of ordinary skill 
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in the art."/w reRouffet, 149 F.3d 1350, 1357, 47 USPQ2d 1453, 1457-58 (Fed. Cir. 1998) (The 
combination of the references taught every element of the claimed invention, however without a 
motivation to combine, a rejection based on a prima facie case of obvious was held improper.). The 
level of skill in the art cannot be relied upon to provide the suggestion to combine references. Al- 
Site Corp, v. VSI Int'l Inc, 174 F.3d 1308, 50 USPQ2d 1 161 (Fed. Cir. 1999). 

"In determining the propriety of the Patent Office case for obviousness in the first instance, 
it is necessary to ascertain whether or not the reference teachings would appear to be sufficient for 
one of ordinary skill in the relevant art having the reference before him to make the proposed 
substitution, combination, or other modification." /n reLinter, 458 F.2d 1013, 1016, 173 USPQ 
560, 562 (CCPA 1972). Obviousness can only be established by combining or modifying the 
teachings of the prior art to produce the claimed invention where there is some teaching, suggestion, 
or motivation to do so foxmd either explicitly or implicitly in the references themselves or in the 
knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art. "The test for an implicit showing is 
what the combined teachings, knowledge of one of ordinary skill in the art, and the nature of the 
problem to be solved as a whole would have suggested to those of ordinary skill in the art." In re 
Kotzab, 217 F.3d 1365, 1370, 55 USPQ2d 1313, 1317 (Fed. Cir. 2000). See also In re Lee, 111 F.3d 
1338, 1342-44, 61 USPQ2d 1430, 1433-34 (Fed. Cir. 2002) (discussing the importance of relying 
on objective evidence and making specific factual findings with respect to the motivation to 
combine references); In re Fine, 837 F.2d 1071, 5 USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 1988); In re Jones, 958 
F.2d 347, 21 USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir. 1992). 
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5^ Whether Nelson HJ.S. Patent 4.890,604^ renders claims L 7, and 10-14 to be 
obvious and unpatentable under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a). 

The mere showing that "a gravitational traction device designed to use gravity acting on a 
patient's body and tending to pull the body downwardly along the inclined surface of the platform" 
reads on any device like those shown in Nelson, Chitwood, and Burton. Yet none of these 
references show the person in traction hanging in a suspended manner with a focused traction 
directed to a selective location of the person's spine. Clearly the examiner's characterization of 
gravity pulling downwardly while in a reclining position does not constitutes maintaining "a person 
in a vertical traction suspension position" as the claims require. 

Nelson discloses embodiments of a traction table assembly having standing frames 14 and 
1 19 with respective rotatable table assemblies 15 and 120 mounted thereon. Li turn, table 
assemblies 15 and 120 include respective patient platforms 17 and 122 in which the horizontally 
positioned patient if strapped by a conventional body strap 43 that does not depend downwardly 
from the table assembly but extends upwardly from it (Nelson, col. 5, Is 40-42). The user's body is 
held to the sUdable platforms 17 and 122 with the additional help of head and foot restraints (not in 
Applicant's claimed assembly) so that the patient platform assemblies move "freely in a direction 
parallel to the [respective frames 16 and 122] with the extremities of the patient restrained, thus 
inducing traction in the patient according to the inclination and the patient weight." No teaching 
exists of a hamess means for supporting the user in a "vertical traction suspension position." And 
contrary to the examiner's assertions, platforms 17 and 122 (comprising interconnected *Vheeled 
trolley units 145-147") distribute the traction force "over the body length of the patient" without any 
focused traction pressure from a "traction force focusing means." See Nelson, col. 5, Is. 55-58. 
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In view of the foregoing analysis, Nelson's frame means 17 and 122 are not "standing" or 
"freestanding;" no torso harness means perform Applicant's claimed functions; and the single 
wheeled trolley 147 provides no focused pressure to the prone patient's back any more than to do 
connected trolleys 145, 146, or 148. Apphcant's traction force focusing means is connected to 
backboard means but the examiner alleges that the movably mounted trolleys are somehow 
equivalent to Applicant's fixedly adjustable traction force focusing means. The trolleys cannot be 
tightened to the track 122. If they were, the Nelson assembly would not be usable for its intended 
purpose. And nothing in Nelson shows a patient hanging in a perpendicular position as required in 
the claims. Obviously, a person who is in a reclining position when using the Nelson assembly and 
not hanging in a position that is perpendicular to the plane of the horizontal surface supporting his 
traction assembly can be in a "vertical traction suspension position" as Applicant's claims require. 

Nelson's "wheeled carriage 144" of his oscillating table assembly is distributed "over the 
body length of the patient" who is reclined on the Nelson platform assembly 123 (Nelson, col. 5, Is. 
53-58; col. 6, Is 48-58 ). So the Nelson wheeled trolley unit 147 supports the person's body with 
the same force as wheeled trolley units 145, 146, and 148. That is, Nelson's "wheeled trolley unit 
147" is not "effective to direct a traction force equal to a fraction of the person's weight at said 
selected location along the spine of said person" as in claim 14 apart from and with respect to any of 
the other Nelson "trolley units 145, 146, and 148" as the examiner alleges. Therefore there can be 
no application of "a predetermined amount of focused traction pressure directly to a selected 
location along the spine of the person who is in said vertical traction suspension position ." 

The optional "conventional body strap" 43 as shown in Nelson Figs. 1 and 2 "can be applied 
to the individual to secure him relatively to the pad 20" (Nelson, col. 5, Is. 40-42). Therefore strap 
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43 does not depend "downwardly from the [Nelson] frame means" 122 to vertically suspend the 
person as the examiner alleges. So Nelson does not disclose a "torso harness means" that is 
"effective to maintain a person in gravity traction suspension position" as the examiner alleges and 
as Applicant discloses and claims. 

Regarding claims 1 1-14, a person on Nelson's "wheeled carriage 144" girded with the 
optional "conventional body strap" 43 cannot fimction as "backboard means for supporting an upper 
body portion of the person who is girded with said harness means and suspended in said gravity 
traction suspension position" as in claim 11. Nelson's "roller or wheel 153" of his *Vheeled 
carriage 144" are incapable of functioning as "releasable tightening means for selectively securing 
the focused traction force means to a plurality of vertical locations along said backboard means" as 
the examiner alleges and as in claim 12. The Nelson "pad or cushion" 150 of 'Vheeled trolley unit" 
147 is clearly not adjustably mounted on the Nelson 'Svheeled carriage 144" as the examiner alleges 
is equivalent to the "backboard means" of claim 13. The Nelson 'Svheeled carriage 144" is not part 
of the Nelson "support frame 122," and the "pad or cushion" 150 is not equivalent to the "pad 
element means" of claim 13 as the examiner alleges. 

6. Whether Nelson in view of Burton renders claims 2-6, 8, and 15 obvious and 
unpatentable under 35 U.S.C. $103faV 

As fully discussed above, neither Nelson nor Burton discloses any of Applicant's claimed 
structures and their functions. Therefore, neither Nelson nor Burton teaches one having ordinary 
skill in the art to do what Applicant has done and claimed. The examiner does not find any 
suggestion to combine the references; he perceives no problem in the prior art that would occur to 
the person having ordinary skill in the art to do what Applicant has done; and must therefore rely on 
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the teaching of Applicant's own disclosure to justify the combination of these two references. 

Nothing is found in either Nelson or Burton that would enable such a person to practice 
Applicant's invention or lead him to do what Applicant has invented. So even if the combination of 
the references were appropriate, which Applicant categorically denies and refutes, the resultant 
combination of teachings would still not produce Applicant's claimed invention. It's clear that 
neither Nelson nor Burton would function in the manner in which the disclosed structures operate if 
the reference teachings were combined. That is, the Nelson and Burton structures would be 
rendered unable to function (inoperative) as disclosed therein. For treating a person hanging in a 
"vertical traction suspension position" is a complete departure from the structure and operation of 
either of the supporting platforms on which the traction force is distributed along the entire length 
of the person's spine. 

For the foregoing reasons, the rejection claims 2-6, 8, and 15 over Nelson in view of Burton 
has no merit. 

Conclusion 

In view of the foregoing, Applicant requests that the Board reverse the examiner's rejections 
and allow the appUcant's claims to issue. 



Attorney for Applicant 


8322-A Traford Lane 
Springfield, Virginia 22152 
703-644-5000 
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APPENDIX A 
Claims As First Amended After First Office Action 

(Proposed Amended Claims After Final Rejection Not Yet Entered) 

1 . A vertical traction assembly for using gravity to stretch a person's spine, said assembly 
comprising: 

a) frame means and torso harness means coupled to depend from said frame means, 

b) said harness means being effective to maintain a person in a vertical traction 
suspension position after the person dons said harness means, and 

c) traction force focusing means attached to the frame means for applying a 
predetermined amount of focused traction pressure directly to a selected location along the spine of 
the person who is in said vertical traction suspension position. 

2. An assembly as defined in claim 1 wherein 

stand means disposed on said frame means includes non-traction receiving surface means on 
which a person stands for donning the torso harness means before applying said predetermined 
amount of focused traction pressure. 

3. An assembly as defined in claim 2 wherein 

said predetermined amoimt of focused traction pressure is derived from the weight of the 
person who is in said traction position. 

4. An assembly as defined in claim 3 wherein 

said predetermined amount of focused traction pressure is equal to about 40% of said 
person's weight. 

5. An assembly as defined in claim 1 wherein 
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stand means is mounted to said frame means and includes said non-traction receiving 
surface and a partial traction receiving surface on which the person may stand to effect adjustment 
of the harness means with respect to the frame means and the person's torso before being said 
person is subjected to a fiiU traction treatment, 

said harness means being effective to produce a partial traction treatment pressure equal to a 
desired percentage of a ftiU traction treatment pressure when the person steps from the non-traction 
receiving surface to said partial traction receiving surface after donning said harness means. 

6. An assembly as defined in claim 5 wherein 

said desired percentage is about 20% of the fixU traction treatment pressure which is equal to 
about 40% of the weight of the person who is in the traction position. 

7. An assembly as defined in claim 1 wherein 

said frame means is free standing and said harness means depends downwardly from said 
frame means, 

said focused traction force means being effective to derive said focused traction pressure 
from a portion of the weight of the person in said traction position, and 

said vertical traction suspension position is a gravity traction suspension position with said 
person being vertically suspended with the hamess means to produce said focused traction pressure. 

8. An assembly as defined in claim 1 wherein 

said selected location along the spine of the person includes an inflamed area on the person's 

back. 

9. A vertical traction assembly for using gravity to stretch a person's spine, said assembly 
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comprising: 

a) frame means and torso harness means coupled to flexibly depend from said frame 
means, and 

b) stand means mounted to said frame means to provide a first non-traction receiving 
surface on which a person may stand to don the torso harness means and a second partial traction 
receiving surface on which a person may stand to adjust said harness means with respect to the 
person's torso and assembly before the person voluntarily steps to a vertical, gravity traction 
suspension position, 

c) said harness means being effective to suspend the person from the frame means for a 
partial traction pressure when the person stands on said second partial traction receiving surface 
after donning said harness means, 

d) said partial traction pressure being less than a fiiU traction pressxire that is applied to 
the person who is in said vertical, gravity traction suspension position. 

1 0. A traction assembly for using gravity to stretch a person's spine, said assembly comprising: 

a) free standing frame means and harness means effective to releasably gird the torso of 
a person, 

b) said harness means being coupled to flexibly depend from said frame means to 
suspend the person from the frame means in a gravity traction suspension position, and 

c) focused traction force means adjustably connected to the frame means for applying 
traction pressure directly to a selected location along the spine of the person in said gravity traction 
suspension position. 

11. An assembly as defined in claim 10 wherein 
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said frame means includes backboard means for supporting an upper body portion of the 
person who is girded with said harness means and suspended in said gravity traction suspension 
position. 

12. An assembly as defined in claim 1 1 wherein 

said backboard means includes said focused traction force means having releasable 
tightening means for selectively securing the focused traction force means to a plurality of vertical 
locations along said backboard means. 

13. An assembly as defined in claim 10 wherein 

said frame means includes a front rearwardly tilted frame portion including backboard 

means, 

said traction force focusing means includes pad element means adjustably mounted to the 
backboard means and releasable fastening means for selectively positioning the pad element means 
with respect to a person using said assembly to undergo vertical traction treatment in a fiill 
suspension position. 

14. An assembly as defined in claim 10 wherein 

said focused traction force means is effective to direct a traction force equal to a fraction of 
the person's weight at said selected location along the spine of said person. 

15. An assembly as defined in claim 1 4 wherein 

said traction force is equal to about 40% of the person's weight. 
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APPENDIX B 

Proposed Amended Claims Submitted After Final Rejection 

1 . A vertical traction assembly for using gravity to stretch a person's spine, said assembly 
comprising: 

a) standing frame means and torso harness means coupled to depend downwardly from 
said frame means, 

b) said harness means being effective to maintain a person in a vertical fraction 
suspension position after the person dons said harness means, and 

c) traction force focusing means attached to the frame means for applying a focused 
traction pressure directly to a selected location along the spine of the person who is in said vertical 
traction suspension position. 

2. An assembly as defined in claim 1 wherein 

said standing frame means includes non-fraction receiving surface means on which a person 
stands for donning the torso harness means before assuming said vertical fraction suspension 
position and applying said focused fraction pressure. 

3 . An assembly as defined in claim 2 wherein 

said focused fraction pressure is derived from the weight of the person who is in said vertical 
fraction suspension position. 

4. An assembly as defined in claim 3 wherein 

said focused fraction pressure is equal to about 40% of said person's weight. 

5. An assembly as defined in claim 2 wherein 
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said standing frame means further includes a partial traction receiving surface on which the 
person to be maintained in said vertical traction suspension position may stand to effect adjustment 
of the harness means with respect to the frame means and the person's torso before said person is 
subjected to a full traction treatment, 

said harness means being effective to produce a partial traction treatment pressure equal to a 
desired percentage of a full traction treatment pressure when the person steps from the non-traction 
receiving surface to said partial traction receiving surface after donning said hamess means. 

6. An assembly as defined in claim 5 wherein 

said desired percentage is about 20% of the full traction treatment pressure which is equal to 
about 40% of the weight of the person who is in the traction position. 

7. An assembly as defined in claim 1 wherein 

said frame means is free standing and said traction force focusing means being effective to 
derive said focused traction pressure from a portion of the weight of the person in said vertical 
traction suspension position with said person being vertically suspended with the hamess means to 
produce said focused traction pressure. 

8. An assembly as defined in claim 1 wherein 

said selected location along the spine of the person includes an inflamed area on the person's 

back. 

9. A vertical traction assembly for using gravity to stretch a person's spine, said assembly 
comprising: 

a) standing frame means and torso hamess means coupled to flexibly depend 
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downwardly from said frame means, and 

b) said frame means including a first non-traction receiving surface means for 
supporting a person while standing to don the torso harness means and a second partial traction 
receiving surface means for supporting a person while standing to adjust said hamess means with 
respect to the person's torso and assembly before the person voluntarily steps to a vertical, gravity 
traction suspension position, 

c) said hamess means being effective to suspend the person from the frame means for a 
partial traction pressure when the person stands on said second partial traction receiving surface 
means after donning said hamess means, 

d) said partial traction pressure being less than a fixU traction pressure that is applied to 
the person while in said vertical, gravity traction suspension position. 

1 0. A traction assembly for using gravity to stretch a person's spine, said assembly comprising: 

a) freestanding frame means and harness means effective to releasably gird the torso of 
a person, 

b) said hamess means being coupled to flexibly depend downwardly from said frame 
means to suspend the person from the frame means in a vertical traction suspension position, and 

c) focused traction force means adjustably connected to the frame means for applying 
traction pressure directly to a selected location along the spine of the person in said 

vertical traction suspension position. 

11. An assembly as defined in claim 10 wherein 

said frame means includes backboard means for supporting an upper body portion of the 
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person who is girded with said harness means and suspended in said vertical traction suspension 
position. 

12. An assembly as defined in claim 1 1 wherein 

said backboard means includes said traction force focusing means having releasable 
tightening means for selectively securing the traction focusing force means to a plurality of vertical 
locations along said backboard means. 

13. An assembly as defined in claim 10 wherein 

said fi-ame means includes a fi-ont rearwardly tilted fi-ame portion including backboard 

means, 

said traction force focusing means includes pad element means adjustably mounted to the 
backboard means and releasable fastening means for selectively positioning the pad element means 
with respect to a person's spine before said person is in said vertical traction suspension position. 

14. An assembly as defined in claim 10 wherein 

said traction force focusing means is effective to direct a traction force equal to a Abaction of 
the person's weight at said selected location along the spine of said person. 

15. An assembly as defined in claim 14 wherein 

said traction force is equal to about 40% of the person's weight. 

Proposed Amended Claims 1-15 with Markings to Show Proposed Changes 

1 . A vertical traction assembly for using gravity to stretch a person's spine, said assembly 
comprising: 
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a) standing frame means and torso harness means coupled to depend downwardly from 
said frame means, 

b) said harness means being effective to maintain a person in a vertical traction 
suspension position after the person dons said harness means, and 

c) traction force focusing means attached to the frame means for applying a 
pr edete r mined amount of focused traction pressure directly to a selected location along the spine of 
the person who is in said vertical traction suspension position. 

2. An assembly as defined in claim 1 wherein 

stand means disposed on said standing frame means includes non-traction receiving surface 
means on which a person stands for donning the torso harness means before assimiing said vertical 
traction sus pension position and applying said p r cdc t ciinincd amount of focused traction pressure. 

3. An assembly as defined in claim 2 wherein 

said pr cdctcmiincd am o unt o f focused traction pressure is derived from the weight of the 
person who is in said vertical traction suspension position. 

4. An assembly as defined in claim 3 wherein 

said p r cde t cnnincd amount of focused traction pressure is equal to about 40% of said 
person's weight. 

5. An assembly as defined in claim f 2 wherein 

stand means is mounted to said standing frame means and includes said non- tr action 
receiving surface and fiirther includes a partial traction receiving surface on which the person to be 
maintained in said vertical traction suspension position may stand to effect adjustment of the 
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harness means with respect to the frame means and the person's torso before b e ing said person is 
subjected to a full traction treatment, 

said harness means being effective to produce a partial traction treatment pressure equal to a 
desired percentage of a full traction treatment pressure when the person steps from the non-traction 
receiving surface to said partial traction receiving surface after donning said harness means. 

6. An assembly as defined in claim 5 wherein 

said desired percentage is about 20% of the full traction treatment pressure which is equal to 
about 40% of the weight of the person who is in the traction position. 

7. An assembly as defined in claim 1 wherein 

said frame means is free standing and said harn e ss means de p ends downwardly fi - om said 
frame means, said focused traction force focusing means being effective to derive said focused 
traction pressure from a portion of the weight of the person in said vertical traction 
suspension position , and said vertical traction susp e nsion positi o n is a gi - avity traction suspension 
position with said person being vertically suspended with the harness means to produce said 
focused traction pressixre. 

8. An assembly as defined in claim 1 wherein 

said selected location along the spine of the person includes an inflamed area on the person's 

back. 

9. A vertical traction assembly for using gravity to stretch a person's spine, said assembly 
comprising: 

a) standing frame means and torso harness means coupled to flexibly depend 
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downwardly from said frame means, and 

b) s t and means m o unted to said frame means to provide including a first non-traction 
receiving surface on wliich means for supporting a person may s t and while standing to don the torso 
hamess means and a second partial traction receiving surface on wliich means for supporting a 
person may stand while standing to adjust said hamess means with respect to the person's torso and 
assembly before the person voluntarily steps to a vertical, gravity traction suspension position, 

c) said hamess means being effective to suspend the person from the frame means for a 
partial traction pressure when the person stands on said second partial traction receiving surface 
means after donning said hamess means, 

d) said partial traction pressure being less than a full traction pressure that is applied to 
the person who is while in said vertical, gravity traction suspension position. 

10, A traction assembly for using gravity to stretch a person's spine, said assembly comprising: 

a) fr ee standing freestanding frame means and hamess means effective to releasably 
gird the torso of a person, 

b) said hamess means being coupled to flexibly depend downwardly from said frame 
means to suspend the person from the frame means in a gravity vertical traction suspension 
position, and 

c) focused traction force means adjustably connected to the frame means for applying 
traction pressure directly to a selected location along the spine of the person in said g r avity 

vertical traction suspension position. 

11. An assembly as defined in claim 1 0 wherein 
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said frame means includes backboard means for supporting an upper body portion of the 
person who is girded with said harness means and suspended in said g r avity vertical traction 
suspension position. 

12. An assembly as defined in claim 1 1 wherein 

said backboard means includes said f o cus e d traction force focusing means having releasable 
tightening means for selectively securing the focused traction focusing force means to a plurality of 
vertical locations along said backboard means. 

13. An assembly as defined in claim 1 0 wherein 

said frame means includes a front rearwardly tilted frame portion including backboard 

means, 

said traction force focusing means includes pad element means adjustably mounted to the 
backboard means and releasable fastening means for selectively positioning the pad element means 
with respect to a person using said ds& u iibly to undcig o vci t ical traction ti t dtmen t in a full p erson's 
spine befo re said person is in said vertical traction suspension position. 

14. An assembly as defined in claim 10 wherein 

said focused traction force focusing means is effective to direct a traction force equal to a 
fraction of the person's weight at said selected location along the spine of said person. 

15. An assembly as defined in claim 14 wherein 

said traction force is equal to about 40% of the person's weight. 
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free rein 

J!ree rein n ; unrestricted liberty of action or decisioQ <tbe 
dictator had Jree rein to do as he pleased) 

tree ride /t 1 : a benefit (as food, entertainment, or acclaim) 
gainod or accepted at another's expense or without cost to 
or effort l>y the one benefiting 2 a : a subscription to a 
new security offering with the hope that the bonds or shares 
allotted can be sold out at a profit before actual payment is 
made b : a speculation on a very thin margin or where a quick 
profit seems assured by government or other action 3 : the 
right to' receive another card in stud poker without putting 
any chips in the pot 

free rider n : one who gets or tries to benefit by a free ride 
<tried to run a restaurant but failed because of too many 
mends who were Jree riders}; specif I a worker who enjoys 
the benefits derived from a union contract and acti^^ties 
without becoming a member of the union 

Xree run abo free nin wine n ; wijae consisting of juice 
that ran freely from the pomace after fcrmentatioD without 
being pressed out 

frees pres 3d sing of freb 

free sample n : a usu. small and packaged portion of mer' 
. chandise distributed free esp. as an introduction to potential 
customers 

free service « [MB fre serriee (trans, of ML Hbtrum serHtium), 
■ fr. fre free + sendee » serrise service] oW English law X one 
of such feudal services as were not unbecoming the character 
of a soldier or a freeman to perform (as to serve under his 
lord in war) — usu. used in pi. 
free ship n : a ship of a neutral nation free from capture in 
time of war even though carrying an enemy's goods compare 

CONlRAaAND OF WAR 

free-sia \'frc2h(H)a, -zSa\ n [NL, fr. F.H.T.F««* ft 876 
Ger. physician + NL -fa) 1 cap ; a genus of sweet-scented 
African herbs (family Iridaceae) with bulbous tunicate conns 
and narrow, fonnelform dr tubular red, white, or yellow 
flowers a ; any plant of the genus Freesta 

free silver /( 1 ! the free coinage of silver often at a fixed 
ratio With gold 2 : the advocacy of or political philosophy 
favoring free silver 

free skating n : figure skating esp. in competition in vrbidh 
the skater executes skating figures- or steps in an arrangement 
of his own devising to music of his own choice 
free socage n [MB/re socage (trans, of ML socagium Ubcrwn)^ 
fr« fre free + socaae'\ ; a free tenure of land held by servica 
of an honorable out not spiritoalt nulitaiy^ or serviential 
nature — called also' free ana common socage 
free soO n Vfree -f soll'i 1 : an area in which sUvery is 
prohibited; esp : U. S, territory where prior to the Civil War 
slavery was prohibited — compare slave 5Tatb 2 : free-soil 
principles br beliefs 
free-soil \'*;*\ adf {free soff} 1 : of, relating to, or advo- 
cating the prohibiung of the extension of slavery' to the 
territories of the U. S. prior to the Civil War 2 usu cap 
FAS ; of or belonging to the Free-Soil party which was 
active during the period 184S-S4 in opposing the extension 
of slavery to the territories of the U. S. and the admission of 
slave states into the Union 

free-soll.er \'»:sdib(r)\ «, usu cap FAS Ifree soil + -er} i one 
that u in favor of free toil or a member of the Fiee-Sdfl 
party 

free-soll*lsm \-.lizwi\ n ^ usu cap FAS ijree soQ + -tsml 
; the advocacy of free soil 

tree apeech n : fkeeixm of spcech <the first amendment to 
the Constitution guarantees free speech} 

free-spolcen X'-l'^X atff ; speaking fredv : outspoicen 

free spool n ; the spool of a fishing reel cquij:^ with a de- 
vice that allows the spool to revolve without any' tension on 
the line (as in the process of casting or trolling) 

free-spool \'*;*\ r/ : to set a device controlling the free spool 
of (a tishtng reel) to permit the line to unreel without tension 

freest superlative of free 

freestanding V'^I^V a4i : standing alone and on its own foun- 
dation free of architectural or supporting frame or attachment 
<a ^ wall) <a ^ stairway) <a piece of ~ sculpture) 

free state a. usu cap FAS : a sUte of the U.S. ta which slavery 
was prohibited before the Civil War 

free-state man n : a resident of Kansas who was opposed to 
slavery in the territory before its admission to the nmon 

free stater .\^*st5d<>(r). -at>-\ n. cap FAS 1 : a native or 
resident white of the former Orange Free State 2 a ; a native 
or inhabitant of the Irish Free State b : one professing aUe- 
mance to the Irish Free State rather than to on Irish republic 

3 : MARYUNDER 

ifreestone \'*,-\ n IMBfreston^ trjre free + stoon^ ston stone] 
- 1 : a stone (as sandstone or limestone) that may be cut freely 
in any direction without splitting 2 VJree -t- stonel a : a 
fruit stone to ^ch (as in certain varieties of peach, plum, or 
cherry) the flesh does not cling b : a fruit having such a 
stone — compare clinostons 3 S a pale orange yellow that is 

Kllower, less strong, and sUghUy lighter than sunset and yel- 
wer and less strong than peachblow — called also Bath 
stonct Caen stone 

ifreestone \**\ or freestone water n : water containing little 
or no dissolved substances (as calcium) 

freestyle \**,*\ «, often attrib : a race in which a contestant uses 
a style (as of swimmin>) of his choice instead of a specified style 
(as a breaststroke) to be used by all entrants (the one«iile '^-S 
<tbe prestige of wionmg the —Shelley Mann) <~ skating) 

free*st)rl*er \%,stlb(r)\ a : a competitive swimmer noted for 
his abthty in freestyle events 

free-SWlmmlng \ adf : able to swim about : not attached 

tree-swinging \'*:**\ adf : bold, forthright, and heedless of 
personal consequences or feelings ifi. free-swinging soldier of 
fortune —Will Herbcre) <an energetic, /rce-jivengfny examina- 
tion of every facet of the present American educational system 
—Saturday Rev.y <a wrathful, indignant, and free-swinging 
occount of the town's crime —Herman Kogan) 

ifreet X^frSt, 'fr£t\ rar of frett 

»freet \f r5t\ dial Brit rar of 'fret I 

free-tailed bat n - a bat of the famiUes EmbaUonuridae 

or Molossidae in which the tail is more or less independent of 
the posterior portion of the flight membrane 

free tenement n [MB fre tenement (trans, of AF fraune 
tenement frank tenement); fr.y« free + tenement^ English taw 
; a freehold tenement 

freethlnlter \'*;**\ n 1 : one that forms opinions (as about 
rehgious matters) on the basis of reason independently of 
authority; esp: one whose beliefs differ markedlyfrom those 
of an established religion usu, in the direction of skepticism 
or denial of establishfed belief <was far from being a religious 
skeptic <he scorned ^j, and was passionately devoted to the 
example of Christ —r/m*) 2 t aonostic syn sec aonoctic 

tfrcethlnking y*>*\ n Vfree + thinking, n.J : the beliefs of 
a freethinker <seduced by the intcUectual charms of Utopian 
socialism and atheistic ^ — O.L. Kline) 

aireclhinking \"yadj t»/r« + thinking, adK] : holding the 
behcfs or engaging in the reasoning of a freethinker (dis- 
coveries made and offered to a democracy are the basis of 
tomorrow's decisions — A.A3crie) (reared in liberal and 
circles. — Amier. Guide Series: Tenn.y (under both church and 
^ auspices -K>scar Handlin) 

free thotlght n : free thinking or unorthodox thought; specif 
: 18th century deism (the line between tutelage and free 
thought varies from individual to individual — G.BShaw) 
^Jieresics naturally^ew also; orthodox thought was followed 


907 

company 2 Ifree trade + -er} t one that practices, supports, 

or advocates free trade 
free-trade zone n : foreion-iradb zone 
free tinion n [trans, of F union Ubrel i cohabitation without 

mamage 

free variable n : a variable whose range is not restricted by 
quantification 

free variation n : use or usability in. the same environment by 
different speakers or. in different utterances of linguistic items 
that are perceptually different but semanticallv the same and 
idiomatically normal (as using either an unreleased or a re- 
leased \t\ iacat or using either \wiUi\ or \with\ for with) 

tree verse « [trans, of F vers UbreVi verse whose meter ii 
irregular in some respect or whose rhythm is not metrical 

tree vibration n : free osodllation 

tree water n : water that is free: a : water that will settle from 
oil rapidly b : water in ore analysis that is not la chemical 
combination with mineral matter o : ground water free to 
move in response to gravity — called also gravitational water 

freeway \'*,'\ « 1 : an expressway with fully controlled 
access 2 : a toll-free hig h way — compare parkway, TxmNPiKB 

■freewheel \'*;*\ n 1 ; a power-transmission system in a 
motor vehicle comprising an overrunning clutch that u inter- 
posed between the gearbox mechanism and the final drive ahd. 
tliat makes the connection for a positive drive between the 
engine shaft and propeller shaft but permits the propeller 
shaft to run freely when iU speed is greater than that of the 
engine shaft 2 : a chtch that b fitted in the rear hub of a 
biqrcle and that engages the rear sprocket with the rear wheel 
when the pedals are rotated forward and permits the rear 
wheel to run on free from the rear: sprocket when the pedals 
are stopped or rotated backward — compare coaster brake 

'freewheel \**\ W 1 a ; to run freely independentlv.of a gear 
by the.Ose of a freewheel — used of o bicycle, bicyclist, or 
motor vehicle (he ^ed down the long hill T-Bruce Marshall) 
h of a clutch t to operate like' a freewheel 2 :.to move, act, 
Uv& or drift along freely, . independently, or irresponsibly 
or heedless of rules; responsibilities, or consequences 

tree*wbeel*er \**+d(r)\ n : one that freewheds; esp : a free- 
wheeling bicycle or motor vehicle 

ifreewbeellng n (fr. gerund of yrtewheelj t the action of one 
^ a bicycle) that freewheels ■ 

^nree wheeling aeU [fr. pres. part of *freewhee(\ ; befitting one 
that freewheels : relatively heedless of forms, rules, responsi- 
biliti'es^ or consequences in ^ loric —Stanley Newman) 
(revertmg to ... foolishness —Timey (roams about the 
West in ^ style —John McCarten) <r^ generalities —New 
Yorker} <ti Ood-sent warning of his ~ grammar and spelling' 
-Bice Clemow) — freewheellngness n -es 
^ee w ill niimfre wiU fr. fre free -I- wil^ will win. n.) 1 5 the 
^powerrasserted of moral beings of willing or choosing within 
certain limitations or with respect to certain matters without 
the restraints of physical or divinely imposed necesinty or 
outside causal bw : spontaneous wiU or partiaDy causelesj 
volition 2 ; the abili^ to choose between alternative possi- 
bilities in such a way that the choice and action ore to some; 
extent creatively determined by the conscious sub}<^ at the 
time 

freewill adf ifree witt\ 1 : of or belonging to free wiQ 

: VOLUNTARY, SPOKrAHEOUS (a ~ offering) 2 cap : of or 
relating to Freewill Baptists (.Freewill churcnes) 

freewHl baptist n. usu cap FAB : a member of one of three 
Baptist groups including an original group and dissenting Bul- 
lockitei and United American Freewill Baptists that hold 
Arminian doctrines and observe open communion and except 
among the Bullockites usu. foot washing and anointing 

free-wm-er \**:wib(r)\ « 1 : o beUever in or advocate of a 
doctrine of free will : tmERTARiAM 2 ; freewiul baptist 

Jtee-wlU.lst \-l4st\ A -s : free-wiluer 1 

freewill oUerlng n ;. a voluntary religious offering made in 
addition to what is reouired by a vow. tithe, or pledge (she 
preached on shipboard, and n^ freewlU offering from the pas- 
sengers enabled her to get back east -^tLJBach) 

freez<able \*frez9b9l\ adf : capable of or susceptible to being 
frozen 

ifreoze \fr«z\ vb Irote \fr5z\ or dial frls \frii\ fro*zen 
\*fro2*n\ or dilefh dial froze or dial friz: freezing; freezes 
1MB Jresen, fr. OB friosan: akin to OHO friosan to freeze, 
ON JrJSsa to freeze, Ooth Jrius coldness. L pr%dna hoarfrost 
Skt pruffS drop of water, tee] W 1 Q : to become congealed 
into ice by cold (fresh water ot 32" Fahrenheit) b 5 to 
become hu^ened into a solid body by the abstraction of heat 
(the melting was done in an Arsem vacuum furnace, and the 
molten metal allowed to slowly — Jour, of Research} 

2 a : to become chilled with cold ; be very cold (the furnace 
went out and we froze trying to get it going again); also i to 
suffer loss of animation or life by lack of heat (the lost climber 
became exhausted and almost froze to death) b : to become 
coldly formal in manner : act coldly (the hostess /roze and 
avoided us during the party) c : to cause loss of sensitivity 
m or to anesthetize a part esp. by cold (some dentists pr^er 
freezing to the administering of gas before tooth extraction) 

3 a : to remain solidly in contact or affixed by reason of 
freezing — used with to (the damp clothes froze to the clothes- 
line) D : to adhere sohdly or stay immovab^ fixed — used 
with to (the brake shoe/roze to the brake drum) (a large nut 
to be removed had frozen to its bolt — O J'.BumlQr) (under 
pressure and movement, two clean metal surfaces . . . will 
weld or ^ together, often with severe consequences — C.H. 
Hack) 0 ; to grip very tightly (as from fear) — used with to 
(the terrified driver froze to the wheel) d (1) of a billiard or 
pool ball i to come to rest in contact with another ball or with 

0 cushion (2) of a curling stone : to come to rest against an- 
other stone 4 a ; to have iu liquid content freeze ; become 
clogged with ice (in the winter the. water pipes froze} (so cold 
the car radiator froze} h of a carl to have the radiator liquid 
freeze (yrc left the car out all night and it froze} 5 : to become 
motionless as if suddenly frozen: a : to stand or remain 
without movement or activity of any kind (at the least sign of 
alarm. in your tracks and don't move a muscle —Boy Scout 
Handbook}] esp : to become incapable of acting or speaking 
(as from fn^t) (when I put a mike in front of her she'd ^ 
—Pete MarUn) — often used with up b : to become fixed 
and unalterable (a perceptible tendency for the technique^ of 
microprinting to ~ at present levels —H.M .Silver) c of a 
mechanism or moving part : to cease to function or to resist 
movement by reason of jamming, locking, or damage : stick 
in operation (the intense heat caused too great an expansion 
and the piston froze In the cylinder) (the speedometer froze 
at 90 miles an hour when the car overturned) 6 : to become 
fixed and motionless or unalterable as if by freezing (the whole 
crowd had frozen into fascinated attention — Dorothy Sayers) 
(his anger froze into fear) (smiles which readers prepare for 
his latest effort may ^ on their faces — Laurent LeSage) vt 

1 a : to harden into ice : convert from a liquid to a solid by 
cold (the low temperature froze the water in the bird bath) 
b : to clog with ice (the intense cold froze the water pipes) 
c (1) : to subject in storage to a temperature below freezing 
i'-^ meat to preserve it during the summer) (2) : to subject 
(food packages) to intense cold and solidification into a block 
hke ice for preservation (patrons, prepared and wrapped meats 
at home and froze them in their lockers — Pa. State Bull. 
433} .2 a : to make extremely cold-: give. a sensation of ex- 
treme cold or an all-embracing sense of coldness to : chill 
(the spectators at the game were frozen by the unseasonably 


freezer burn 

nicely frozen from injections — Monica Stirling) 4 a : to 
cause to adhere by or as if by the effect of intense cold (the 
low temperature froze the damp clothes to the line) (the heat 
of friction froze the two metal surfaces together) b : to cause 
(a billiard or pool ball) to come to rest in contact with another 
ball or with a cushion c : to cause to grip tightly or remain in 
immovable contact as if paralyzed (fear /roz* 'the pilot to 
the controb) 6 : to make or cause to become fixed, im- 
movable, inflexible, or unalterable: as a : to cause to s'tand 
or remain rigidly motionless (the sudden noise froze the animal 
m an attitude of fright) (the sound of her name . . .froze her 
on the bottom step — Berton RouechO (it isn*t fear-paralysis 
that keeps a rabbit frozen in its squat at the sound of a shot 
—Sidney ^Australia) Bull,} b : to fix securely, permanently, 
or irremovably (premature choices tend to lead you into, and 
^ you in. occupations which will be inadequately rewarding 
spiritually — H.M.Wriston) (he had concluded that the city« 
manager plan would tend to ~ in office whoever won the first 
election — Darrell Garwood) C : to harden into inflexibility 
or convert as if by hardening into a rigid unchanging form 
^lis. mind shut hard . . . upon his first impressions and froze 
them to unalterable convictions — Virgmia Woolf> (most 
social planning to date aims essentially to ^ most of the exist- 
ing cultural values r-A.L.Kroeber) (a scholastic tendency to 
^ our concepts of a writer's life —Jay Leyda) (tend to his 
message into an orthodoxy -r Andr6 Martinet) d : to fix so as 
to maintain unaltered in form, condition, or relationship: 
(1) : to stop any further alteration in (a system of rules which 
^s a social position and keeps one class or race on top of 
another —Philip Mason) (r^ designs and go into production 
on current aircraft models —Newsweek} (that all unresolved 
problems ... be frozen for ten years during which concerted 
efforts would be made to seek permanent peaceful solutions 
-^N.Y. Times} (freezing the status quo — A.H.Vandenbcrg 
tl951) (2) : to fix inflexibly (as by executive order) at a point 
or in a status governing or prevailing on a particular day (r^ 
the price on essential commodities) (~ wages as of the last 
pay period) (3) : to forbid further manufacture, use, or sale 
of (a raw material) (4) : to immobilize by governmental regular 
tion or legislation the expenditure, withdrawal, or exchange of 
(ford«n-owned bank balances) — compare block vt Ih (5) : to 
forbid (a worker) to leave or change a job (6) : to counteract 
the growth, expansion, or development of (tne older genera- 
tion was tryini to ^ the country and make it static — Hugh 
Macl^ennan) (7) ; to prevent the use of (money) by tying up 
(as in capital stock or inventory) (the amount of additional 
capital /rozcn into the inventory of every tire or oil outlet by 
the new taxes —T.H.White b. 1915) (another step to free/ro- 
zen money — P J.O'Brien) G a ; to piake (as the lace) expres- 
sionless (with instructions to reconiize no one;, ana in fact 
he did ^ his face- up when an. old acquaintance hailed him 
—Fletcher Pratt) ^a look of incredulity froze his face . , . and 
his eyes went blank with surprise — Hamilton Basso) b : to 
preserve ri^ly a particular expression on (he still sat, his 
face frozen in shame and misery — Agnes S. Tumbull> 7 : to 
make inaccessible ; prevent access to or use of (police 
chiefs here and . there are constantly yre«£fng their records to 
protect someone -r-QutU} 8 a : to photograph as static a 
single i>oint in ^fast action) or in the action of (something in 
fast motion) ([nctures made with speedlights . . ^ action 
completely — ^Bruce Downes) (the camera ... is capable of 
freezing the whirring of & moving fan blade — Science News 
Letter} (high speed photo^phy that freezes bullets in flight 
— Tim*) b ; to preserve in a relatively permanent and un- 
alterable form (the tape could ^ the speech of a native and 
repeat it as often as desired — H J^^cQuown) '9 : to attempt 
to keep possession of (a ball or puck) in the closing minutes of 
play (as in a baskebaU or hockey game) without an attempt to 
score in order to protect a small lead ^they decided to play a 
defensive game and ^ the ball — A J.Ltebhng) 10 ; to play a 
wild card on (the discard pile) in canasta and related games — 
compare frozen 2e 

*lreeze \"\ n •« tME frae, fr. tresen^ v. — more at < freeze] 
1 ; a state of weather marked dv unusually low temperature 
esp. when below the freezing pomt (the ^ . . , destroyed the 
. citrus groves —Amer^ Guide Series: Fla.} 2 : an act or in- 
stance of freezing : the state o( being frozen 3 a : a legislative 
or administrative and usu. emergency action intended to re- 
strict or forbid something (as the use or manufacture of goods 
needed in a war effort) or prevent alteration (as in wages, 
prices, job positions, or manufacturing quotas) (clamped a ^ 
on certain sted stocks, ordered warehouses to ship them onlv 
to defense contractors — Time} (the militaipr on multi- 
engine helicopter production — F.B.Lee) (a three-and'a-half« 
year Federal ~ on station building —Newsweek} (a is the 
logical first technique in price control — ^T^.Worsley) (the 
60-day temporary ^ of food prices — Business Week} b jfang 
: cold and unfriendly treatment c : a keeping possession of the 
ball or puck (as in basketball or hockey) with no effort at 
scoring often m the last minutes of play in order to prevent 
scoring by one's opponent (one never knows when the ^ will 
be needed to stave off the last-minute rally of an opponent 
—Athletic Jour.y 

freeze-dZT rf : to dry in a frozen state under high vac- 

uum so that ice or other frozen solvent sublimes rapidly and a 
porous solid remains : lyophilize 

freeze dryer a : an apparatus used for freeze-drving 

freeze-drying n -s [fr. gerund of freezc'dry} : the process by 
which matter is freeze>dried : lyophiuzation 

freeze-me*ter \frez,m3d^fr)\ n ifreeze + -meter} ; a hy- 
drometer designed to test tne strength of antifreeze solutions 
in automobile radiators 

freeze out vt Vfreeze + o«0 1 a : to drive out or exclude by 
cold (the drop in temperature when the furnace went out 
froze out the club meeting) b : to drive out or eliminate from 
competition or eliminate or exclude from a position of 
intimacy, signincance, influence, or authority esp. by strata- 
gem, by coldly formal' rejection, or by force (the depression 
froze out most of his competitors) (the majority stockholders 
froze out the minority and took over the business) (tended to 
freeze out newcomers until their family and eaucational 
backgrounds had been ascertained) 2 : to eliminate from a 
game of freeze-out 

Ireeze-ont \'*>,'\ r s ifreeze out} 1 : elimination or exduston 
by freezing out 2 : a method of playing poker by which the 
plavers start with agreed-upon capital to which they cannot 
add or from which they can withdraw nothing, each plaver 
being forced to drop out of the game as soon as his capital is 
lost and all sukes thus going to the last remaining player; 
aiso-l a poker game played by this method 

freeze over vb Vfreeze + over} vf : to become covered with a 
layer of ice (the pond froze over as early as October) ^ vt 
: to cause to become covered with a layer of ice (a single night*s 
cold was enough to freeze over the pond) 

Ireeze-over \'*,**\ n -s ifreeze over} : an instance of freezing 
over (going skating at the first freeze-over on the pond) 

freeze* proof vt ifreeze + -proof (as in waterproof, v.)] 

: to protect (as shipments of coal) from forming a hard solid 
mass in cold weather 

lreez*er Vfrezs(r)\ ns li one that freezes or keeps very cold: 
a : a hand-operated machine that freezes 
ice cream b : an operator of an ice* 
cream freezing machine c : a^ railroad 
refrigerator car . d (1) : ah insulated 
compartment or room equipped to freeze 
iwrt«hflhl« frtnH.<t ranidiv at a' temoera- 




oca 

4 officer commanding 6 officer in charge 6 officer's cook 
7 official classification 8 old charter 9 old crop. 10. on 
cen^ 11 ojte^ not^eap only child 12 open charter 13 open 
cover 14 ojten not cap.[L opere citato^ in the work cited 
15 order canceled 16 original cover 17 outing club 18 over- 
charge 19 oxvgea consumed 

oca or Oka \'ok9\ n -s [Sp oca, fr. Quechoa Skka) : either of 

two So. American wood aorrets (Oxalis crenata and O. 

tubcrosa) cultivated for their edible tubers 
OC>a*ri-na V.aka'renaX it -s [It, dim of oca goose, fr. IX auca, 

ft. (assumed) VL arica, back* 

formation fr. L avicula small 

bird, dim. of avU bird — more 

at aviary] : a simple wind 

instrument or toy of the flute 

class having a mouthpiece and 

finger holes and usu. made of 

terracotta in various sizes — 

called also sweet potato 
OCC abbr 1 occasional; occa« 

sionaliy 3 occulting 

OC*ca*mlsin usu cap, rar of ocann 

OCKRAMISH 

Occam's razor usu cap O, yar of oacHAM*s razor 
oc*ca*nee*cbl \,Bka*noche\ «, pi occaueechl or occaneecbls 
•^.ff. * • ."H* extinct Siouan people formerly found on the 
middle island in the Roanoke nver, Virginia 2 : a member 
of the Occaoeechi people 

iOC.ca.Slon \9Tcaian\ n -s tME oceasiom, fr. MF or L; 
Mr occasion, fr. L occasion-, oecasio, tt. occasus (past part, 
of occidere to fall down, fr, ob- + cadere to fall) + -ton-, -to 
-ion — more at chance] 1 : a situation or set of circumstances 
favorable to a particular purpose or development ; a tiroely 
chance : opportunity (rose to the M <was equal to the --^S 
<took by the forelock) <only those living in excepUonaOy 
fortunate locahties had^ to grow surplus products —Samuel 
Van Valkenbur^ St. Ellsworth HunUngton) <while the new 
Bciencc has achieved wonders in medicme and surgery^ it has 
also produced and spread ^s for diseases and weaknesses 
— John Dewey) 2 a : something that produces an effect or 
brino about an event <a formula that has been the ^ f or a 
considerable amount of misunderstanding — I.A.Richards> 
•<any which prompts a mhid to ask some fundamental 
question —Hunter Mead) <an 'v of sin) b : something that 
helps to bring about an event or produce an effect without 
directly causmg it : a^ contributing or incidental cause <the 
birthday ... was merely the ~, not the cause, of the guests* 
effusions — Ulhan . Ross) <the specific ^ of the poem is not 
known — C.S.Kilby) <a casual mention of the house by a 
f nend was the of their buying it> <an inspiring teacher was 
the of his great achievements in science) 3 ; a circum- 
stance, occurrence^ or sUte of affairs that provides ground or 
reason for something (there is no for alarm: it is a very 
mild illness) q^h graduation with honors is ~ for celebration) 
4 a : a particular occurrence : happenino, incidemt (well 
adapted for treatment as a row of detach^ c»isodes or 
—Percy Lubbock) (everybody has been terribly kind si 

mv recent sad ^Thomas KeUy) b : a particular time at 

which somethmg takes place : a time marked by some happen- 
ing <on the of his daughter's wedding) (on the of the 
signing of the peace treaty) 6 a : a need arising from a 
particular circumstance : EXioe>iCY, requirement (mere had 
been no ^ for being so definite —Sherwood Anderson) 
(knowledge for which he will never have anr ^ —CM. 
Grandgent) b archaic : a personal want or need — usu. used 
in pi. <my purse, my person, my extremest means lie all un- 
locked to your '^s — Shak,) 6 occasions pi : something 
that one has to do : necessary affairs : business (minded his 
own ^s and was content to let other folk mind theirs — S H 
Adams) (going about their lawful or unlawful '^s all over the 
ocven seas —Douglas Bush) 7 a ; a religious ceremonial; 
specif : a Scottish communion service b r a special event or 
ceremony : celebration (he liked the -^^-the Changing of 
the Guard at St James's PaUce, parties, and balls, and nich 
ttijigs as that— Basil Taylor) (sat in the big parlor as though 
this was an ^ ^Agnes S. Tumbull) syu see caike, oppor- 
tunity — on occasion adv : now and then : occasionally 
Che bves in the country, though he visits the city on occasiony 
'occasion \ \rt -edZ-inoZ-s 1 : to give occasion to : bring 
about :.give nse to ; cause <a violent storm ~<r<f a new deby 
of two weeks —Oscar Handlin) (social and commercial inter- 
course will ^ movement of language — Qiarlton Laird) 
3 : to cause to do something <was almost at the end of his 
financial re^roes, which fact him to turn away from a 
pretentious hotel — Zane Grey) 

lpc-ca-sion.al Vzhani, -zhn9l\ a4J X : occurring or operat- 
ing on a partKular occasion : proceeding from th^ occasion 
<the cabinet has special meetings to deal with argent 
matters) <a budget must be able to meet ~ demands as well 
as regular ones!) % I acting as the occasion or contributing 
^use of something (nothing else ^ of my long silence — D.g! 
Rossetti) 3 : written for a particuUr occasion or to celebrate 
n particular event or anniversary <an ~ essay) <an poem) 
verse) 4 ! met with* appearing, or occurring irregularly 
and accordmg to no fixed or certain scheme : infrequent 
<takes an ~ vacation) <sees, an ~ visitor) <runs into an ^ 
Btorm) 6 : actuig in a speafied capacity on a particular occa- 
sion or from time to time (an ~ speaker) <an chauffeur) 
<an fisherman) 6 : designed or constructed to be used 
as the occasion demands <an ~ chair) <an ^ table) 

^occasional \**\ n -s : something occasional —usu. used in 
department has a good selection of ^s} 

occasional cause n 1 a : a mental sUte (as desire or decision) 
considered as the occasion but not the real cause of a physical 
phenomenon (as bodily behavior) b : a physical phenomenon 
considered similariy as the occasion of a mentil state — com- 
pare OCCASIONALISM 2 : a circumstance that precedes an 
effect and that without being the real cause is the occasion of 
Its action 

oc.ca.sU>n.al.lsm \.zhan«U2am. -zhna.UA « -s IlSV loeca- 
shnal + -ism] : a doctrme hdd by the Cartesian philosophers 
Geuhncx^and Malebranche that mind and matter are in- 
herently incapable of affecting each other and that their 
apparent redprocal action must therefore be due to the inter- 
venUon of God who on the occasion of a change in one 
produces a corresponding change in the other — compare 

OCCASIONAL CAtrSE ^ 

OC.ca.sIon.al.l3t y,l^t\ n -s [ISV ^occasional + -Ut} z na 

adherent of occasionalism 
OC.ca;Slon.al.is.Uc \o:kSzh9ni:istik, -zhnalliA a* : of or 

relating to occasionalism or occasionalists 
oc*ca-sion*al>i*t7 V»lcazh3*nal«l.£\ n -es : the quality or 

state of being occasional 

OC*ca>sion.ar*ly Va'kaihanMc, -zhnale, -i sometimes -zhanl-X 
adf 1 ;, now and then : here and there : sometimes (open 
areas are only ^ interrupted by clumps of aspen —Arner 
Guide Series: Nev.} 2 dial chiefly Eng : on a particular 
occasion : for the occasion 
OC*ca*sion>er \-n»(r)\ n -s : one that occasions 
occasions pi of occasion, pres 3d sing of occasion 

Vakswlsnt aUo ^»nt or -,dent\ n -s [ME, west, 
Jr. MF, fr, L Occident-, occldens, fr. pres. part, of occidere to 
fall down,. go down, set — more at occasion] 1 obs : the 
part of the firmament or of the world where the sun sets — 
compare orient 2 usu cap ;.west 2 (sailed for the Occident^ 
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OC*Cl<den-tal-Iza<tion \,-»,dent*U*2a3han\ n -s often cap X the 
*5^?f of ocadenUhzing or the sUU of being ocddenulized 
occi.den.tal.ize \,.-*dent'l.i2\ yt -ed/-ino/-s sometimes cap 
. to make occidental : cause to conform to western sUndards 
or culture ^served to widen the gulf between the smaU ocei- 
dentalized inteUigentsia and the great mass of the peoole 
— VirginU Thompson & Richard AdIofO 
OCClpll- or OCCipItO- cornbform [ML occipit- & NL ocdpito-, 
It. l^ oecipit-, occiput} 1 ; occiput <oec/pi/ad) 2 : occipitai 
and <occ/pftonasaI> 

OC'Cip.l.tad \Oak:sipo,tad\ adr {occipit- + -ad} : toward 
the ocaput 

loc.cIp.r.tal \(Oak;sipad.;i, ^fl\ a4f IMF, fr. ML occipitalis, 
fr. I. occipit; occiput ocap^i -atts -al — more at occipur] 
X : of or relating to the ocaput or an occipital part 2 : lying 
near or oriented toward the occiput — 0C*cip<t-tal<l7 \-n€ 
-i\ adw ' ^ 

spGCipital X^X n -s 1 : occxprTAL bone 2 : a part or struct 
lying near or on the occiput (as certain scales on reptiles) 
occipital arch «: a part of the insect cranium between 
ocapital and postoccipital sutures 
occipital artery n ; a branch of the external carotid supplying 
the muscles and other structures of the back of the neck 
head 

occipital bone it : a compound bone that forms the posterior 
part of the skuU and surrounds the foramen magnum, bearing 
the condyle or cond/lcs for articulation, with the atlas, in 
higher vertebrate bemg usu. composed of four more or less 
completely united elements and in man much curved and of 
trapezoid outhhe. ending in front of the foramen magnum 
in the basilar process, and bearing on its outer surface behind 
the foramen magnum the two curved transverse superior and 
inferior nuchal lines besides a median crest and protuberaotie 
occipital CondTle « 1 : an articular surface on the occipiul 
bone which the skuU articulates with the atlas 2 : a 
projection of the border of the postocdput of the insect head 
to which the lateral neck plates articulate 
OCdpttal crest » 1 ; either of the two ridges connecting the 
occipital protuberances and foramen magnum 2 : a trans* 
verse ridge at the upper posterior border of the skull of many 
animals between the occipital and parieUl segments 3 
crest of feathen on the back of tiie bead of certain birds 
occipital fprainen ff 1 ! foramen maonum 2 : an opening 
at the back of an insect's head, through which the alimentary 
canal and other organs pass to the thorax 
occipital sanSllon n : one of the paired ganglia of the sto- 
modaeal nervous system of an insect that arc located Just 
behind the bram 

oc.cip.l.ta.Us^ \ttk^pa>l4s. -tal-. -tSl-X n -es [NL, fr. Ml, 
wgpiUl] : the posterior muscular part of the occipitofron- 

OCClpltal lobe fi ! the posterior lobe of the cerebral hemisphere 
that IS indistincdy separated from the parietal lobe in front 
and the temporal k>be below and has the form of a 3-«ided 
pyramid 

occipital plate n : o scute on the back of the bead of certain 
reptiles 

occipital point n : the point on the occiput farthest removed 

from the glabella 
occipital protuberance n ; either of two prominences on the 
occipital bone: a : o prominence on the outer surface of 
the. occipital bone midway between the upper border and the 
foramen magnum that gives attachment to the ligameotum 
ouchae — called also external occipital protuberance b ; a 
profiunence similarly situated on the inner surface of the 
occipital bone — called also Internal occipital protuberance 
occipital sinus n : a venous sinus lodged in a groove on the 
internal occipital crest 

oc.cip.i*toiXrontalls \xk:sip9d^+\ n (NL, fr. occipit- + 
frontalis frontal] : a fibrous layer covering each side of the 
vertex of the skull from the eywrow to the occiput and con- 
tinuous anteriorly and posteriori/ with the fronUlis and occi- 
pitalis muscles respectively — caued also epicranius 
oc*cip*l*tp.inastofd \**+\ atU {occipit- + mastoid) t of, re- 
lating to. lymg between, or distributed to the ocapital and 
mastoid bones suture) 

oc*cip>l*to*parietal index \"+ ...-\ n {occipitoparietal 
ISV occipit- + parietal} : the ratio of the breadth of the 
skull between the astenons to its greatest breadth multiplied 
by 100 

oc^:l.put \*Wcsa(,)pot, usu -d.+V\ «, pj occiputs A-ts\ 
oc>clp-i*ta \Kk*stp9d>9\ [L occipit-, occiput, back-fornwtion 
(influenced by L captt-, caput he^d) fr. occipitlum back part 
of the head. ocapuL fr. ob- + -cipitium (fr. caplt-, caput head) 
— more at head] 1 : the back part of the head of a verte- 
brate or insect — see doo illustration 2 : the back part of the 
skull 

oc*ci<slon VUk'sizhanN n ^ [ME occirioun, fr. MF oeclsion, 
J':-..L occ/xfort-. oceisio, fr. ocdsus (past part of occidere to 
kill. fr. Ob- + caedere to cut, strike. kiU) + Jwi-. -to -ion — 
»ofe at OONOSBl : slauohter <appUuded their pitiless ^ 
— R.S.EUcrjv 

occlude \aTdUd\ v6 -edAino/^ [L occluders tt, ob- + 
claudere to shut, close — more at close] n 1 X to shut or 
stop up so as to prevent the passage of something : close. 
OBSTRUCT <a thrombus occbtding a coronary artery) <an 
occluded bronchus) .<sank ships to ~ the harbor) 2 : to 
bar the passage of : shut in or out (concern with the mechanics 
of pronunciation '^s comprehension of the author's ideas 
— A.S,ArUey) <the dandy^s world is friendly, formal, and 
heartleu.^ occluding the imagination — Cynl Connolly) 

3 ! to bnn^ (upper and lower teeth) into occlusal relations 

4 ; to take in and reUin (a substance) in the interior rather 
than on an external surface : sorb (proteins in precipiuting 
may ^ alcohol) — used esp. of metals sorbing gases (palla- 
dium '^j large volumes of hydrogen) 6 : to cut off from con- 
tact with the surface of the earth and force aloft by the 
convergence of a cold front upon a warm front <ari occluded 

a rcloac} (occluded warm air) <an occluded low) ^ vi 1 : to 
ose with the cusps fitting together <his teeth do not ~ prop- 
erly) 2 ; to become cut off from conUct with the earth^s 
«»rfa<»,<the cyclone ^s and is left behind by the storm below 
— T.M.Longstreet) 

occluded front « : occlusion i c (2) — see front illustration 
0C*cIad>ent \-d'nt\ a4f (L occludent-, occludens, pres. part 

of occludere} X servmg to occlude 
occlos* or occluso- comb form [prob. f.-. (assumed) NL 
occ£i«-, fr. L occlusus, past part of occludere to occlude] 
1 ! occlusion <occ/ural) <occfiuometer) 2 I occlusal and 
(occuvogtngival) 
OC*clu.sal \a'klUs»l\ adf {ocebts- + -al} x of or relating to the 
grinding or biUng surface of a tooth or occlusion of the teeth 
ir^ surface) relationship) <an ~ neurosis) 
OC»Cju»slon \-Uzh30\ n -s [prob. fr. (assumed) NL occlusion', 
occlusio, it. L occlusus (past part, of occludere to occlude) + 
-tort-, -to -ion] 1 : the act of occluding or the state of being 
occluded : a shutting off or obstruction of something (a 
coronary <the silting up and ~ of the mouth of the river) 
(the ~ of. sources of information): as a : a blocking of the 


occupafibhally 


central^ passage of one reflex bv preoccupation of nerve re- 
lays with passage of another b (1) : the complete obstruc- 
tion of the breath passage in the articulation of a stop (2) 
^9'"P**t* obstruction of the mouth passage in the 
articulaUon of a nasal consonant C (1) : the meteorological 
process of occluding (2) : sonriethin^ that has been occluded; 


OCCn abbr occasion 

loc-CUlt No'kalt, 'ajcalt\ vb -edAino/-s [L occwWe fr 
occuUus, pjisi part, of oeeuUre to cover up] 1 : to hide 
from sight : conceal (the Uds lowered aeaio^ ^^fng the old 
eyes softened gleam -MacUan^s Mag.} <Tf hi ^ed guUt do 
not Itself unkcnnd m one speech -5hak.) 2 : to conceal or 
exUnguish the.hght of by mtervention : eclipse <planets. like 
stars, may be '^ed; but as a planet shows a disk, and do^ not 
appear as a mere point, the disappearance is. gradual —Patrick 
Moore> n ; to become concealed or to have its Uitht ex- 
tmguished <the beam of the Ughthouse at regular infivals) 

»OCCtUt \-\ ttdf ih occultus, past part, of occulere to cover uo 
fr. ob- f -culere (akm to L celare to conceal) — more at hellJ 
1 : debberatelv kept hidden : not revealed to others : secret 
undisclosed <too to be shown to uninttiate eyes — Elinor 
Wylie) <deep subterranean ^ jealousy — J.CPowys) 2 : not 
to be apprehended or understood : demanding more than 
ordinary perception or knowledge : abstruse, mysterious 
reconditb (as far as the general public was concerned, the 
museum was an esoteric, ~ place —Aline B. Saarincn) 
matters like nuclear physics, radiation effects and the design- 
ing of rockets —Robert Bendiner) <the ^ properties of the 
ductless glands —W.R.Inge) 3 a : hidden from view : not 
able to be seen : concealed ^the silica may appear in crystal- 
line form ... or it may remain in the groundmass — G.W. 
Tyrrell) b archaic : of or relating to lines drawn in dots or 
meant to be erased 4 ; of, relating to, or dealing in matters 
regarded as involving the action or influence of supernatural 
agencies or some secret knowledge of them (deals in the 
arts) (an fortune-teller) 6 ! not manifest or detectable by 
duucal methods alone ('^ carcinoma) <~ infection): esp 
X not present in macroscopic amounts blood in the feces) 

— comoare gross — oc*caIt*ly ady 

*OCCiilt \*'\ n ^ ; something mysterious or supernatural — usu, 
used with the (he is a student of the ~) 

OC^ul.to-Uon \.tt(.)k9rtashan\ n -s [ME occultacion con- 
cealment, fr. L occultatlon-. oecultatto, tt. occultatus (past 
part, of occiff/are to conceal) -f -ton-, -io -ion] 1 : the sUte 
of being hidden frqm view or lost to notice : disappearance 
from the public eye <his fame was already emerging from the 
of lAanging fashion —Times LlL Snpp.) 2 : the shutting 
off of the Ught of a celestial body by the intervention of some 
other celestial body; esp X an edipse of a star or planet by the 


occult balance n x an asymmetrical mode of composition (as 
in flower arrangement or Oiinese and Japanese painting) 

OC.Cult.er \a'kafia(r), %k-\ n -s Voccult + -cr} i an occultbg 
opaque object 

occulting ain [fr. pres. part of ^occult} : of or relating to any 
of various devices for cutting off from view, a light or U^u 
giving body ^an disk located in the optical system of the 
coronagraph blacks out . . . the face of the sun to establish a 
perpetual, artificial, total ecUpse —ChrUtian Science Monitor} 
occulting ligbt II : a navigational li^t whose beam b inter- 
rupted at regular intervals by a brief period of darkness 
OC^t*tsm \a*kaUtizm^ *a(.)kb-\ n -s [ISV ^cult + -Ism} 
X occult theory or practice : a belief m hidden or mysterious 
powers and the possibility of subjecting them to human control 
<^j, ittcanutions. glimpses of the beyond, intimations of. 
another world — L.P.Smith) (a kind of experimental ^ which 
relied on psychic phenomena for its proofs —^Times Lit. Supp,} 
OC*calt*iSt \-.ttet\ n -s [ISV toccult + -ist} : an adherent of 
occultism : one thought to be proficient in occult practices 
occult mineral n ; a mineral molecule shown by calculation ol 
chemical analyses to be present in a rock (as plagioclase in 
orthodase) but not actually seen under the microscope 
OC-CUltdiess n -Gs : the quality or state of being occult 
occtilt spavin n : spavin in which there is pronounced lameness 
without apparent enlargement on the hock joint 
oc*cn*pance \'aky»p3n(t)s\ n -s [fr. occupant, after such 
pairs as E assistant: assistance} X OCCUPANCY (the sequent ^ 
of the valleys and their adjacent benchlands — Geog. Rev.} 
oc*cii*pan*cy VnsE, -siX n -es {occupant + -cy} 1 a : the 
taking and holding possession of real properly under a lease or 
tenancy at will b : the act of taking possession of something 
that has no owner (as a waif or derelict) and thus acquiring 
tide to. it 2 a : the act of becoming an occupant or the con- 
dition of being an occupant (between, successive human oceu- 
vancies, the caves were often used by wild animals — ^R.W. 
Murray) <the essential quality of hts existence consists in his 
~ of this worid of symbols and ideas —L.A. White) <ten 
years of uninterrupted '^.of this position) b : the condition 
of being occupied <thoogh the village site showed two leveb 
of the temple mound showed three —Amer. Guide Series: 
Tenn.y C^hetto-slums which were both substandard and homo* 
geneous in their ^ —Charles Abrams) 3 : the particular 
use or type of use to which property (as a building or part of 
a buildmg) is put <residetttial ^) <mdustrial ~) <storage ^) 
4 : an occupied building or part of a building (as an apart- 
ment or ofHce) 

oc*ca*pant \-nt\ n s [MF, fr. pres. part ot occuper to Uke 
possession of — more at occtWY] 1 a : one who takes the 
first possession of something that has no owner and thereby 
acquires title by occupancy b : one who takes possession 
under, tide, lease, or tenancy at will 2 a : one who occupies a 
particular place or premises : tenant, reshjent <the influence 
of sudden variations in temperature ... on the ^^-'j of a smaU 
pond — W.H.Dowdeswell) (the o^ year-arbund of 
snowcapped Mount Washington — RiTKfonahan) <the human 
body has fascinated, pleased and frightened its ~j for many 
an age — R.M.Yoder) b : one who holds a particular post 
<a study of the ~x of the supreme court bench) <the first ~ 
of die post of assistant to the president) 3 : one who has the 
actual use or possession of something (limped hurriedly .to 
grab a table whose ^s had scarcely nsen fully to their feet 
— Wlliam Sansom) 

6c-ta-pa*tion \.aky»'p5shan\ n -s [ME oecupacloun, tt. MP 
occupation, fr. L occupation-, occupatio, ft. occupatus {past 
part, of occupare to take possession of, occupy, employ) + 
•Ion-, 'io -ion — more at oCCTffv] 1 a : an activity in which 
one engages : a way of passing the time (declared she had 
always plenty of ~ for herself while he was away —William 
Black) (badung or loafing on the beaches are obviously a 
major ^ hereabouts — Ann Panners) b : the principal busi- 
ness of one*s life : a craft, trade, profession or other means 
of earning a living ; employment, vocation <his is farming) 
(has gone from one to another -without settling down to 
any) (writing has been his ~ for many years) 2 : the function 
or use of something (if the.^ of steamboats be a matter of 
such. general notoriety — John Marshall) <it is . , , the great 
of the graphic arts to give us first of all order and variety in 
the sensuous plane —Roger Fry) 3 a : the actual possession 
and use of real estate (as by lease) : occupancy, tenancy ' 
^this fairly old house . . . was otherwise in doctors* and den- 
tists* — Elizabeth Bowen) (the last of the historic private 
houses in the metropolis . . . still in the ^ of its hereditary 
owner r-Sydney {Australia) Bull} b : the possession or 
settlement of a place or area : tenure (many relics of this 
early Indian ^ have been found —Amer. Guide Series: N. H.} 
(from this section westward evidences of ancient human 
are many —/</Ti«r. Guide Series: Texas} '. C : the holding of an 
office or position (it is only . . . the ^ . W of two offices at the 
same 'time that offends- public policy — W.D.Miller) d Brit ' 
X land held by a tenant : holdino '4 :'the;act or process 'of . 
occupying or taking possession of a place or area : seizure * . 


standard port 


standard port n : a port for which the tides are predicted in 
tide tables — compare secondary port 

Standard rate : a basic or minimum rate established for 
similSr w»rk ol? occupation within a plant, industry, or 
community by collective agreement or union rule or by law 

standard rose /i : tree ross 

standards pt vf standard, pres 3d sing o/ standard 
standard schnanzer n : a schnauzer of a variety that attains a 

height of 16M to 19H inches 
Standard score n : an individual test score expressed as the 

deviation from the mean score of the group in units of standard 

deviation 

standard scottisb or standard scotcb n, oiten cap 1st S 
A cap 2d S : English as taught in Scotch schools 

Standard shall n : a shaft machined to a standard of zero 
allowance minus a specified tolerance — compare standard 

HOL£ 

standard silver n : coin silver 

standard solation n : a solution having a standard or ac- 
curately known strength that is used as a reagent in chemical 
analysis 

Standard spheroid n : the ellipsoid of revolution that most 
nearly coincides with the figure of the earth 

Standard star n : a star of known position and proper' motion 
used as a standard in determining time, latitude, and the 
positions of other celestial bodies 

Standard test n : a test (as of intelligence, achievement, or 
personality) whose reliability has been established by obtaio* 
ing an average score of a significantly large number of in- 
dividuals for use as a standard of comparison 

Standard time n 1 : the time of a region or country that is 


2224 

specially favored position with; esp : to be in secret and 
usu. profitable alliance with 
Stand-in \'*,*\ « -s [stand in] 1 : a preferred position : a 
place high in favor 2a: someone physically resembling an 
actor and employed to stand in the actor's place until lights 
and camera are ready b : suBsrmrrE 

Islanding oi^ [ME, fr, pres. part, of standen to stand] 1 : up- 
right on the feet or in place : erect audience) (r^ timber) 
2 a : not being used or operated i'^ factory) h : not flowing 
; STAGNANT water) 3 a : remaining at the same level, 
degree, or amount for an indeterminate period <made me 
a^ offer of $10,000 for my house) D : kept in use indefi- 
nitely : remaining valid <one of the ~ problenu in physics) 
<felt her childless sute as a >- reproach to her as a wife) 
<had a joke with the elevator boy) C ; kept intact for 
pruting or reprinting or for molding — used of set letterpress 
matter, and sometimes of other printing surfaces (as mho- 
graphic stones) ^keep the type '^) <~ beads in a newspaper) 
4 : established by law or custom : settled, permanent 

prohibition) 5 a : not movable : fixed in place 
washtub) b : having a supporting base <^ bowl) 6 ; done 
from a standing position {^^ ovation) (r^ jump) <race from 
a start) . . 

^standing \**\ n -s fMS, fr. gerund of standen to stand] 
I a : a place to stand m ; situation : location b : a position 
from which one may assert or enforce legal righu and duties 
C Brit (1) : stable (2) : a sUU (as in a stable) for a domestic 
animal 2 a : length of service or experience esp. as determin- 
ing relative place, rank, pay, or privilege (candidates for the 
fellowship must be of postgraduate «^) b : position or 
condition in society or in a profession ; status (lawyer of 


stand up 


STANDARD TIME IN 102 PLACES THROUGHOUT THE WORLD WHEN 
12:00 NOON AT NEW YORK 


Adelaide, Australia 
Alexandria, Egypt 
*Amsterdam, Netherlands 
Anchorage, Alaska 
Asunci6n, Paraguay 
Athens, Greece 
Auckland, New Zealand 
Baghdad. Iraq 
Bangkok. Thailand 
Belgrade. Yugoslavia 
Berlin. Germany 
Bogota Colombia 
Bombay, India 
Boston, Massachusetts 
1 Brussels, Belgium 
Bucharest, Romania 
Budapest. Hungary 
tBuenos Aires, Argentina 
Cairo. Egypt 
Calcutta. India 

Cape Town. Republic of So, Abica 

Caracas. Venezuela 

1 Casablanca, Morocco 

Chicago, Illinois 

Colombo, Sri Lanka (Ceylon) 

Copenhagen, Denmark 

Pefhi, India 

Denver, Colorado 

Detroit, Michigan 

Djakarta. Indonesia 

Dublin, Ireland 

Edmonton, Alberta 

Geneva, Switzerland 

Glasgow. Scotland 

Halifax. Nova Scotia 

Havana, Cuba 

Helsinki. Finland 

Hong Kong 

Honolulu. Hawaii 

Houston. Texas 

Istanbul. Turkey 

Jerusalem. Israel 

Johannesburg. Republic of So. Africa 
Juneau, Alaska 
Karachi. Pakistan 
Kuala Lumpur. Malaysia 
La Paz. Bolivia 
Leningrad, U.S.S.R. 
Lima, Peru 
*Lisbon. Portugal 
London, England 
tTime is one hour in advance of the 


TIUB 

2:30 A.M. next day 

7:00 P.M 

6.-00 P.M. 

7:00 A.M. 

IKWp.m. 

7:00 p.m: 

3:00 A.M. next day 
8K)0 p.m. 
12:00 midnioht 

6. -00 P.M. 
6:00 P.M. 

12:00 noon 
10:30 p.M.^ 
12:00 noon 

6K)0 P.M. 

7KX) P.M. 

6:00 P.M. 

2:00 P.M. 

7:00 P.M. 
10:30 P.M. 

7:00 P.M. 

1:00 piM. 

6:00 P.M. 
11K)0a.m. 
10:30 P.H. 

6:00 

10:30 P.M. 
10:00 KM. 
12:00 noon 
12:00 midnight 

sm P.M. 

10:00 A.M. 

6:00 P.M. 

5:00 P.M. 

1:00 P.M. 
12K)0 noon 

7:00 pjrf. 

1:00 A.M. next day 
7:00 A,M. 
11:00 A.M. 
7:00 T.M. 
7:00 pj*. 

7. -00pjrf, - 
9:00 A.M. 
10:00 P,M. 

12:30 A.M. next day 

1 .*00 P.M. 

8:00 P.M. 

12.-00 NOON 

6:00 P.M. 
5:00 P.H. 
standard meridian. 


Los Angeles, California 
< Madrid. Spain 
Manila. Philippines 
Melbourne, Australia 
Mexico City, Mexico 
Miami, Florida 
Montevideo, Uruguay 
Montreal, Quebec 
'Moscow, U.S.S.R. 
Nairobi. Kenya 
Nome, Alaska 
Oslo. Norway . 
Ottawa. Ontario 
Panama City, Panama 
'Paris, France 
Peking, China 
Perth, Australia 
Philadejphia, Peniuylvania 
Prague, Czechoslovakia 
Quito, Ecuador 
Rangoon. Burma 
Regina, Saskatchewan 
Reykjavik. Iceland 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 
Rome. luty 
Saigon. Vietnam 
Saint John's, Newfoundland 
Saint Louis. Missouri 
Salt Lake City. Uuh 
San Francisco. California 
San Juan, Puerto Rico 
Santiago, Chile 
S3o Paulo, Brazil 
Seattle. Washington 
Shanghai. China 
Singapore 
Sofia, Bulgaria 
Stockholm, Sweden 
Sydney, Australia 
Tehran. Iran 
Tel Aviv, Israel 
Tokyo. Japan 
Toronto, Ontario . 
Vancouver, British Columbia 
Vienna. Austria 
tVUdivostok. U.S.S.R. 
Warsaw. Poland 
Washington, D.C. 
Wellington, New Zealand 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
Zurich, Switzerland * 


T1M8 

9:00 A.M. 
6:00 P.M. 

1 KK) A.M. next day 
3:00 A.M. next day 

IIKM A.M. 

12.-00 NOON 
2KK) P.M. 

12KX> NOON 

8:00 pjrf. 

8:00 P.M. 

6.-00 A.M. 

6:00 P.M. 
12:00 NOON 
12:00 NOON 

6:00 P.M. 

1 :00 A.M. next day 
1 :00 KM, next day 

12K>0 NOON 

6 KM) P.M. 
12.-00 NOON 
11:30 P.M. 
10:00 A.M. 

4:00 P.M. 

2:00 P.M. 

6:00 P.M. 

l.-OO A.M. next day 

1:30 PJ4. 
11:00 a.m. 
10:00 A.M. 

9:00 A.M. 

1:00 p.m. 

1K)0p.m. 

2:00 p>t. 

9.00 KM. 

1.-00 A.M. next day 
12:30 A.H. next day 

7:00 P.M, 

6.-00 P.M. 

3:00 a.m. next day 
8:30 pjrf. 
7:00 pjrf. 

2:00 A.M. next day 
12:00 NOON 
9:00 A.M. 
6:00 P.M. 

3:00 A.M. next day 

6:00 P.M. 
12:00 NOON 

5:00 KM. next day 
11:00 a.m. 

6.-00 P.M. 


eslabhshed by law or general usage as civil time : the mean 
solar Ume of a tneridian that is a multiple of 15 arbitrarily 
applied to a local area or to one of the 24 time zones and 
designated as a number of hours earlier or later than Green- 
wich time 2 : the amount of time required for a repeated 
operation by an experienced worker of average skill working 
at normal pace and with due allowance for relaxation and 
interruptions 

Standard unit r : standard deviation used as a unit of measure- 
ment of deviation 

Standard-vrtng \V*,*\ « l : a bird of paradise (Semioptera 
wallacli) that has two long special feathers standing erect on 
each wing 2 or Standard-winged nightjar : pennant* 

WINGED nightjar 

Standavay X'o-ioX adj [fr, the phrase stand awaji") : standing 
out from the body <~ neckline) ('^ skirt) 

stand by W [ME standen fr. standen to stand -f by} 1 a : to 
be near at hand ; be present <made the statement with several 
witnesses standing 6y) b : to remain apart or aloof <how 
can you stand by and let your son ruin himself) 2 a : to be 
or to get ready to act {standing by to await instructions) 
<ordered to stand by to let go the anchor) h of a transmitting 
station ; to be ready to send signals c oj a receiring station 
t to remain tuned in 

1 standby \'*,*\ n -s {stand by} la: one to be relied upon esp. 
in emergencies b : a favorite or reliable choice or resource 
<old ^s of the concert repertory) <gocJ old Anglo-Saxon 
^ of beef, lamb, mutton, ham, and domestic poultry — 
Thomas Barbour) 2 : one that is held in reserve ready for 
use ; soBsrrruTE 

astandby A-X adJ {stand by} 1 : held near at hand and r^ady 
for emergency use orchestra in a broadcasting station) 
equipment) <~.crew for fire fighting) ('^ power plant) 
2 : relatmg to the act or condition of standing by period) 
time) ('^ agreement) <^ pay) 
Stand down vi 1 : to sail with the tide or with the wind 2 ; to 
leave the witness stand 3 chiefly Brit a : to go off duly 
b : to retire from taking part (as in a game) or from a position 
of leadership 

stand- down \%,*\ n -s {stand down} : a period of time off 

; LAYOFF 

stand-easy W.o^V h -es [stand easy} : a command to troops 
to be at ease; atso ;_the rest interval so authorized ; ' 
stand*ee \nstan;dc. -aan-X « -s {stand -f -«] : one that 


esp : good reputation <among those at the meeting 
ai men of ^ in the community) c : position relative 


high ^); esi 

were several _ . ^ 

to a standard of achievement <}c{t the college in ^od 
(attained a '-^ of B in his senior year) or to achievements 
of competitors <imi>roved their ~ in the baseball league by 
two places) 3 : maintenance of position or condition * dura- 
tion (custom of Jong ~> (marriage of manv years' '^) 
standing army n {standing} : a permanentb" organized army 
of paid soldiers — compare militu 

Standing barrage n : a defensive barrage designed to be 
fired on a particular line 

Standing bevel a : a bevel whose angle is obtuse 

standing block or standing pulley n : a fixed pulley block 

— distinguished from running block 

standing committee n : a committee to consider subjects of 
a particular class arising during a stated period; specif I a 
permanent committee of a legislative body 

standing crop n * a crop not cut or otherwise severed from 
the soil 

Standing cup n : a tall goblet with a foot and a cover 

standing cypress n : a tall erect biennial or perennial leafy* 
stemmed herb {Cilia rubra) having the alternate leaves pin> 
nately divided into slender needleuke leaflets and numerous 
largely scarlet flowers in a terminal panicle and being native 
to the southern U.S. but escapea from cultivation and 
naturalized in areas (as New England) outside Its normal range 

standing tinish n : the part of the interior fittings esp. of a 
house that is permanent and fixed 

standing height n : stktvke I 

standing iniUal n : a cockup initial 

standing lag n : a lugsail whose yard b not dlpjKd in tacking 

— compare dipping tuo; see lugsail illustration 
Standing operating procedure n : established or prescribed 

tactical or administrative metbods to be followed routinely for 
the performance of designated operations or in designated 
situations — called also standard operating procedure: abbr. 
SOP , . 

Standing order n 1 : an instruction or prescribed procedure 
in force permanently or until specifically changed or canceled: 
as a standing orders pi : the rules for the guidance and 
government of parliamentary procedure which endure through 
successive sessions until vacated or repealed -r distinguished 
from sessional order b staiiding ord.ers pf : routine brdcfs 
fiving authority for the performance of certain prescribed acts 


; a bench vise at which the operator stands 


fixed spars of a vessel or to support radio, radar, and other 
equipment carried aloft — compare running RtociNO 
standing roast n : a rib roast from which only the heaviest 
parts of the vertebrae have been removed — compare rolled 
roast 

standing room n {^standing} : space for standing; esp : accom- 
modation available for spectators or passengers after all seats 
are filled 

standing TOjfe'nV standing} : a rope permanently fastened and 
used as a guy 

standing rules n pf : the rules of a society or organization for 
details of its government that are created by a majority vote 
and remain in force. until repealed or annulled by a majority 
vote 

standing salt ri : saltcellar 

standing valve n : a foot valve at the bottom of an oil- well 
pump 

Standing vise n ; 
while working 
Standing vote a : rising vote 

standing wave n : a single-frec^uency mode of vibration of a 
body or physical system in which the amplitude varies from 
place to place, is constantly zero at fixed points, and has 
maxima at other points (as at the nodes and antinodes 
respectively on a violin string or in an organ pipe) — called 
also stationary ware; compare traveling wave 

Standing wave ratio a : the ratio of the tnaximum to the 
minimum signal voltage on a traiismission line 

Standing ways n pi : ground ways 

stand'isli \*stan(,)dish\ a -es [origin unknown] : a stand for 
writing materials ; inkstand 

stand method a : a practice in forestry of securing reproduc- 
tion from self -sown seed induced by successive cuttings of 
trees of different ages in the stand and leading to the develop- 
ment of a stand of trees of the same age 

stand of colors : the flags carried by a military unit (as a 
regiment); atso : a sin^e such flag 

stand oil W 1 : to stay at a disunce in social intercourse or 
acquaintance : be unapproachable or unobliging 2 ; to sail 
away from the shore ^ vt 1 a : to hold at a distance : keep 
from advancing : repel (taking cover they managed to stand 
the Indians off until they could make their escape — D.D. 
Martin) b : to put off ; srALL ^able to stand off hb creditors) 
2 Brit : to remove temporarily from regular employment 
: lay off — stand oil and on of a sailing ship : to remain near 
a coast by sailing toward and then away from the land istand' 
ing off and on while the captain went ashore) 

istandoU y*,»\ adi {stand off} 1 : not cordial : not ready to 
agree or to make inends ; reserved (^ attitude) 2 : used 
for holding something (as an electric wire) at a dbtance from 
a surface insulator) — see insulator illustration 

^StandoU \**\ a -s {stand off} 1 : the act of sUnding off 

2 Brit : a rest from work 3 a : a counterbalancing effect 
: neutralization, b : tie, draw, dekdlock. 

standoft coat a : a double coat (as of some do^) in which 
thick underhair supports profuse long hair so that it stands out 
from the body 

standolt hall n : a rugby halfback whose position b between . 
the. scrum half and the three-quarter backs — called also fly 
half 

Stand* oU*lsll \C)stan!d6fbh. -aan-, -fesh\ adf V standoff + 
'ish} : somewhat cola and reserved : lacking cordiality 
m4nner> — stand*on*ish*lf adv — stand* Off •ish*ness n -es 

stand OU A ; a thickened drying oil prepared orig. by exposing 
to sunlight and air and now usu. by heating : bodied oil; esp 
: linseedfoil heated to about 600* F — compare uthographic 

VARNISH 

stand on vf CME standen on, fr. standen to stand + oa] : to 
continue on the same tack or course (whether the approaching 
ship would stand on or give way) 

Stand out V/ 1 a : to appear as if in relief : project b : to be 
prominent or conspicuous : stick out (success and affluence 
stood out all over him —Hamilton Basso) 2 : to steer away 
from shore 3 : to be stubborn in resolution or resbUnce 
; not to yield <if you*re rich you can afford to stand out foe 
a really good contract —Christopher Isberwood) rt .: oin** 
LAST. ENDtiRE (.Stand out a storm) 

t standout \'<*,«\ A -s {stand out} : something outstanding : a 
thing or a person readily dbtingubhable from others because 
of excellence or uniqueness <a ^ among the available candi- 
dates for the office) (the coat b a in thb year's fashions) 

'standout \*"\ adi i outstanding <~ performance in an 
operatic role) 

Stand over rf : to await consideration or settlement at a later 
date (resolution will stand over until the following session) 
y/ : to put off ; postpone 

Standover \*<«.««>\ a4i tfr. the phrase stand over} i making 
new growth the next year after harvest ('*^ crop of sugar cane) 
(^ cotton) — compare ratoon 

istandpat V*,*\ adf tfr. the phrase stand par] : of or relating 
to or characterized by the policy Of sUnding pat : stubbornly 
conservative 

sstandpat \"\ a -s [fr. the phrase stand pat} : standpatter 
stand*pat*ter \C)stan(d);pad.a{r), -taan-, -pal»-\ a -s : one 

that stands pat esp. in political matters : one that resbts or 

opposes change 

stand*pat*tism also stand-pat*ism \-pad.,iz9m\ a -s : the 

policy of standing pat : resistance to change : reluctance to 

take positive action (~ b timidity — A.L.Guirard) 
standpipe \'*,»\ n : a vertical pipe used for holding a liquid: 

as a : a high tank or reservoir that b 

used. to secure a uniform pressure in a water* 

supply system b : a vertical pipo for water 

that IS used to. provide fire protection to 

the upper stories of a high building c : a 

manhole frame 

Standpoint \**,»\ a ttrans. of G standpunkt} 
: a fixed point or station : a position from 
which objects or principles are viewed and 
according to whicn they are compared and 
judged <arguing a question from the bb- 
torical 'v) (a good method from the ^ of 
economy) 

Standpost y*t»\ A : a post forming a stand 
(as for a hydrant) 

stands pi ofsTKUD, pres 3d sing of stand 

IStaiidstiU \',*\ a -s tfr. the phrase stand 
still} 1 : cessation of movement forward or ... 
backward : state of rest : stop (wheeb sank swndpipe a 
in the mud and brought the car to a '^) (death was attributed 
to cardiac from potassium intoxication —T.R.Harrison) 
(rate of new building has reached a ^) 2 : stillstand 3 

3 a : a state of deadlock (negotiations were at a 'V for the 
time being) b : a state of paralyzing indecbion or bafflement 
c : a state of exhaustion or thorough defeat ^never met a man 
she couldn't work to a —Frank Sargeson) 

^standstill \'*\ adf [fr. the phrase stand still} ; that stands 
still : that stops or rests : that maintains things in a fixed or 
static condition <a agreement on nuclear testing) 

stand -table \'*^«*\ n, dial ; table 

stand up vb [ME standen up, fr. OE standan up, fr. standan to 
stand -i- up}vl 1 a : to rise to a standing position ; stand erect 
istand up when, the national aiithem b played) b : to rbe. 
vertically (columns of smoke J/a/iJrf/Ag up ^td . the'.'sky. — Ira . 
Wolfert) 2 : to remain sound and intact undei stress; pressure, 
••f»'*/'tr rsr r\f\K,f ^rrtittnv Vfl fieldptece . rcDorted to, have, 



surviVQiism 

Deeds of ^ and reproduction — Flanders Dunbar) <problems 
of ~ in arctip conaitioru) 2a; one that survives or remains 
after others of its kind have disappeared : one that continues 
to exisli after the cauation of something : a surviving individual 
or remnanf <'^J of classical sculpture which ... existed -in 
Byzantium — O. Elfrida Saunders) 1) ; a culture trait remain* 
ing from former times but with diminished significance or with 
a function or utility meaningful only in terms of i)ast history 
c : a linguistic feature that has escaped extinction or has 
resisted change 

8iir*vlv*al>ism -\-Ivd4iz3m\ n : ah attitude, policy, or 
practice based on the primacy of survival as a value <the trend 
u away . . from aggressive expansionism toward realistic ' 
—Frank Gorrell) 

survival kit n ; a compact package of emergency equipment 
including food and other items that vary with climatic factors 
in the operational area for use by aircrew members who have 
descended in is6Uted or primitive territory 

survival ol actions ; the continuance of proceedings in law 
despite the death of one or both of the parties involved 

survival of the fittest : natijral selection 

survival value n : utility (as of one or more characters or 

' qualities of an organism) in the struggle for existence 

8tir*viV*ance \s9(r)'vtvMia)s\ n -s CF, fr. MF, fr. turvifant, 
after such pairs as MF abundant: abtautance} 1 : stntvrvAL 

2 : the right of succession (as to an office or estate) of a sur- 
vivor nominated before the death of the incumbent or holder 

8ur*viV>ant \s«(r)*vlv3nt\ tMF, pres. part, of survivre to 
survive] archaic : continuing to survive ; surviving something 

Stir-Vlvo \83(r)'vlv\ r6 -ed/-ino/.5 tME lunivcn, fr. MF 
jurrlvre, fr. L npervivere^ fr. fup«r- + rifere to live — more' at 

Sutcic] W : to remain ahve or in existence (as after another's 
eath, or a tinte, event, disaster, or development; or the end of 
a condition) : hve on : continue to exist or function <pioneer 
methods of busbaa<iUy still —E.C.Higbee) <men trained to ^ 
under severe conditions — Boy Scout Handok.) <nunierous . . . 
eighteenth<entury houses ~ —Amer. Guide Series: M Y. 
City} ^ rt 1 : to live beyond the: Ufe or exbtehce of : live 
longer than <only his son surrlved him) 2 ; to continue to 
exist or live after fas a time or event) : outlast the end of (as. a 
condition or development) <other important leaders xurrlved 
the explosion — Current £to;.>.<one in a inillion of these 
childish talents '^x puberty — Aldoos Huxley) <one of the few 
schools to the i8S7 panic ^Amer. Gutae Series: AftnnJ) 

3 ; to continue to. exist, function, or compete despite (as a 
condition or development) (ferries have jumvetf the competi- 
tion of the tunnels — Amer, Guide Series: NJ.y <one of the few 

, Democrats ... to ~ a Republican sweep — Current Btog.y 
<fisbes are known to conditions well below freeztng^tnt — 
W.H.Dowdesweliy syn see otnxiVB 

snr*vlv-er \-iva(r)\ n -i archaic : suavrvoa 

surviving ad} ; remaining aliv« or in existence <some ^ friend 
of my youth —W.B.Yeats) <the only ^ frontier blocklu>u*e in 
Pennsylvania — Amer. Guide Series: Pa,} 

SUr*Vl*VOr \s3r*vivw. so*viv3(r\ n -s i one that survives: 
a : one that outlives another : one remaining alive after an- 
other's death b : one of two or more legallv designated 
persons (as joint tenants or holders of a joint uiterest)' who 
outlives one or more of the others c t one Uvins tiirough a 
time, event, or development marked by the death of others 
<interviewed of the air raid) d : one continuing to exist, 
function, or compete after others have ceased to do so ('^s of 
the first heat) (only ^ of six newspapers founded in the 19th 
century) 

Sur-vl*Vor*shlp \-^hip\ n 1 : the legal right of the survivor of 
two or more persons having joint interests in an estate or other 
property to take the interest of any of the number dying 
<when more than two survive, the survivors receive the de- 
cedent's share subject to similar ^ in those IdftS — see pre- 
stAtFTiON OF suRvivoitSHip 2 : the State or condition of being 
a survivor : survival 

Survlvorslilp aminitv a : an annuity payable to a designated 
person in the event ne survives an insured person or other 
designated t>ettefictary of the annuity 

BUS \'sas\ «. cap tNU fr. 1^ swine, hog — more at sow] ? a 
genus of mammab that is the type of the family Suidae and in 
former classiHcations comprised all or most of the swine but is 
usu. restricted to a few typical Eurasian and East Indian 
forms and the domestic breeds *— see beajidsd pk), ckested 

PIO, WILD. BOAR 

SU'San \*sU2;*n\ n •s [taxy nuon] : lazy stnAN 
8n*sail*nlte \sU*za,nit\ n .-s (modif. of O suzmrnit. It. Susanna 
mine, LeadhiUs. Scotland, where it was discovered + O 

-41 -itel : LEADHILLrrE 

8ns*cept \sa'sept\ « ^ Cprob. fr. ^suscepttblel t an organism 
niK>n or in which anotha* organism is or miay become parasitic 

— compare host 

8US*eep*tailce \sa'sept9n(t)s\ n s itusceptifjUity + -once (as 
in conductance)! ; the raUo of the ^fective current to the 
effective electromotive force in an altemating<urrent drctiit 
multiplied by the sine of- the phase difference between current 
and electromotive force 

sus.cep^ti.bU.i.ty \s»^pt»'bfl9d.Z, 4at?, -i\ « -es tML *wjc*p- 
HMUtat; suscepttbilltaSf fr. LL tuseepHblUs susceptible + 
L -/far-, -ttas -ity} 1 : the quality or state of being susceptible 
: capabihty of or capacity for being acted upon, impressed, 
affected, or moved of a city to a submarine attack) <^ 
of a metal to cotrostoh); specif I the state of being sensitive or 
predisposed (as to a pathogen, familial disease, drug) : sen- 
srnvrTY, idiosyncrasy 2b <the of a plant to a vutis) <a 
test for ^ to scarlet fever) — compare resistancs, species 
SPECiPidTY 2 a : a susceptible temperament, nature, or con- 
stitution ; the character of being sensitive, affectible, im- 
pressionable, emotional ^the ~ of various social groups to 
Communist doctrine —Sidney Hook) or esp. amorous (his ^ 
.to women interfered with his imparUal Judgment) b suscep- 
tibilities pi : FEEUNOS. SENS1BIUTIE3 <tbe mere thought of the 
enomutv did outrage to her moral susceptlblUties —Arnold 
Bennen) (when present at a ceremoniaL the utmost care must 
be taken not to do or sav anything to offend the susceptibilities 
of the people —Notes i Queries on Anthropology} 3 a : the 
ratio of the magnetization in a substance to the corresponding 
magnetizing force b ; the ratio of the electric polarization to 

' the electric m tensity in a polari^ dielectric 

ISUS.cep.ti.Me Xsa'septaUlV adj ILL susceptibllU, fr. L 
fusceptus (past part, ofsusdpere to Uke up, underUke, admit. 
^'.lAY^'Z, '"^ op — + -dpereji. capere to Uke) + 

•ibills Mble — more at sub-, heavb] 1 : of such a. nature, 
character, or consutution as to admit or permit : capable of 
submitun? successfully to an action, process,- or operation 

— used with oj or to followed by an action noun or a verbal 
??V/*»^*»!**f*^^f 7. P."*°'> <^ problem is ... ~: to soluUon 
M.V.yishniak) (impulses ... ~ of control — Abram Kar- 
<"ner) (several . . . contributors have initials ~ of being mis- 
taken for mine — Elmor Wylie) 2 a : having such a constitu- 
tion or temperament as to be open, subject, or unresistant to 
some sumuius. influence, or agency : easily influenced or af- 
fected through some trait (as weakness, pliability, sensitive- 
ness, naivete, or amorousness) — usu. used with to (the snow 
was damp and ~ to clear impression —W.H.Wright) (a city r- 
to air attack) (he became '-^ to the influences of the sea — 
Times Lit. Supp.} (he is still but not excessively so, to the 

. attractions of other women —Anthony Quinton) (the foibles 
.'.of -the health faddists are particularly ^ to satire — Arthur 
Knight) (even the most autocratic of industries is in some de- 
cree tn nublic ooinion — S.H,Adams> b (I) i having little 


'susceptible X'^ n -s : one who is susceptible (as to a disease) 
(the usual classification of persons into and immunes is 
a purely artificial and inexact one — G.W.Anderson &, 
Margaret Amstein) 
SU3*cep*tt*ble*ness n -es V susceptible + •ness}: suscEPTiBiLrTY 
sus>cep<ti*bl7 \*ble, ■4i\ adr ; in a susceptible manner 
8US*cep*ti0U \s»'sep3han\ n -s [L susception-, susceptlo, fr. 
susceptus (past part, of susclpere io take up) •(- -Ion-, -io Aon 
— more at susceptible] : a taking upon or to oneself : re- 
ception.. Assuumo. ASSUHPnON 
Stis.cep'tive Xsa'septiv, -tev\ adj ILL susceptirus, fr. L 
susceptus + -Irus •iw} 1 : receptivs 2 5 susceptiblb — 
sus*cep>tlve<ness n -es — sus-cep*tiv>l*t7 \(()s»iKP' 
'tivad-cV n -es 

ffUS*ci*tate \'sas«,tlt\ rt -ed/-ino/-s [L susdtatus, past part, of 
suscttare to stir up. rouse — more at resltscitate] : exctie, 

ROUSE, animate 


suspensoriai 


suscttated 

isn*8i-att \'sUz&n\ also 8u-sl-a*iil-an \:sUzs:3nS3n\ n 
{Suslan fr. L Susianl (pL) inhabitants of Susa or of Susiana, fr. 
Ok Souslani Susiana, province of the ancient Persian empire 
rouc^ly coextensive with Elam, fr. ^oiuo. its capiul; Suslanidn. 
fr. Ok Souslani + B "tan} 1 cap : a native or inhabitant of 
Susa or Susiana 2 usu cap t elahttb 

'suslan \"\ also suslanian \**\ afl[^, ujii cap ; of, relating to, 
or characteristic of the ancient Persian province Susiana' or 
to its capital Susa 

SUS'lUc \'sMlik\ or 80US*Uk \*sUs-\ n -s [Russ suslik; akin to 
Bulg slbel ground squirrel. Czech sysely Pol tuseL all prob. fr. 
the root of OBulg sysatl to hiss, of Imit. origin] 1 : any of 
several rather large short-tailed ground squirrels (genus 
Cltetlus) of eastern Europe or northern Asia with hairy feet 
and gravish' black often more or less spotted pelage 2 : the 
pelt or fur of a suslik 

SUSP abbr suspend 

iSUS'pect \(*)S3ipekt\ adJ tME, fr. MF, fr. L suspectus. 
fr. past part, of susplcere to suspect — more at ^suspect] 

1 : regarded with suspicion ; DtsrausTED. suspected (the 
drugs were removed from the .market — Vivian Boardman) 

(religion has been academically ^ — Oeprge Hedley) (the idea 
of independence was '-^ — EJ5.Atiyah) 2 : having the nature 
or status of a suspicious person or thing : provocative or 
worthy of suspicion : suspicious <hoId one until his in- 
nocence is proved) (treat all innovation as ^ — A.T.Quiller« 
Couch) (he has been ^ to many members of his own party 

'snsiMct \*«»«\ n ?s s one who is suspected; esp i one suspected 
of a crime or of being infected (question a murder ^) (ex- 
amine a tuberculous ^} 

'suspect \«*«\ n -s [MB, fr. ML susptctus act of suspecting, 
fr. d act of looking up at, f r. suspectus, past part of susplcere 
to look up at. suspect] archaic : the act of suspecting or the 
condition of being suspected : suspicion; apprehension 

^suspect \"\ fb -ED/-INO/-S [ME ruspecten. fr. L suspectare, 
intens. of susplcere to look up at. regard witn awe,. suspect, fr. 
sub- from below, up + specere to look, look at — more at 
SUB-, spy], 1 :'to have doubts of : be dubious *or sus- 
picious about ; DISTRUST the motives of the salesman of 
goods or of ideas — Louu Wtrth)'('^ loud, unaccustomed 
noises as possible sources of danger — Elaine W. Oould) 

2 : to Imagine (one) to tw guilty or culpable on slight evidence 
or without proof one of a theft) (~ one of giving false 
information) (no one had hitherto ^td him of statecraft 
—John Buchan) 3 ; to imagine to be or be true,' likely, or 
probable ; have a suspicion, intimation, or inkling, of ; stJRKiss 
(we never ^ the disease because the attack amounts to nothing 
more than a bad headache — Monsanto Mag.} (when I know 
that he is honest and ~ that he is right — HX.Mencken) 
(detective stories, which, however bad, I always enjoy since I 
never the solution — H JXaski) ^4 obs a : to expect with 
dread ; have an apprehension of b : respect, note, heed 

W : to imagine something to be true or likely : be suspicions 
Sns*i;iect*able Vs9*spektab3l\ a4} : that may be suspected 
suspected adj \tu past part, of *suspect\ : that one suspects 
or has a suspicion of : believed guilty, likely, or douotful 
(a ~ person) (a ^ infection) (a ^ story) — suspected-ly adv 
— 8uspeeted*ness n -es 

8US*pect>er Wspekt3(r)\ n -s ; one .that suspects 
8US«peud \sa*spend\ vb -eD/-lHO/-s [MB suspenden, fr. OF 
suspendre to. hang up. interrupt, fr. L suspiendere, fr. nu- 
(var. of sub* up) -f- pendere to cause to hang, wei^ — more at 
SUB-, PENDANT]' vf 1 : to debar or cause to withdraw tem- 
ponuily from any privilege, office, or function : subject to 
suspension (~ a student from school for disciplinary reasons) 
(~ a member of a club) (was ^etf from the army for a year 
— H.E.Scudder) (condemned him and '^ed him from the minis- 
try — A.C.McOiffert) 2 a : to cause (as an action, process, 
practice, use) to cease for a time ; stop temporarily (^ pub- 
lication' of a magazine) <r^ bus service); sometimes : to stop 
permanently : Disco ktinue b : stay (r^ a hearing) C ; to 
set aside or make temporarily inoperative (ready and able to 
^ their Personal values for the take of magically collective 
ones — E.H.Erikson) (credit controls were relaxed and ^etf 
— CLJames) (not a detached period in which the moral 
standards be adheres to at home can be temporarily '^ed 
^Scott Hershey ft Harry Tennanl) ^article 140 provided that 
the constitutional court might laws which violated the 
constitution — CJ.Friedrich) (the general '^ed constitutional 
guarantees for forty-five days — Current Biog.} d ; to cause 
to be intermitted or interrupted (as in motion or execution) 
(they "^ed their oars to listen) 3 : to defer till later ; post- 
pone; usu : to withhold for a time on specified conditions (~ 
sentence on a convicted man) 4 : to hold in an undetermined 
or undecided state awaiting fuller information (r^ judgment 
until further knowledge is attainable — M,R.Cohen) (you ^ 
both belief and disbelief — T.S.Eliot) (expression was '^ed 
as she sou^t his mood, to know what to conform to —Louis 
Auchincloss) 6a: hang OMn; his linen to dry on the frame 
of the wagon —Van Wyck Brooks) (the garment of primitive 
man was usually a simple robe that covered the bodv and was 
r^ed from the shoulders — Morris Fishbein) i^ed from his 
neck was a medallion —ILH. Brown) (the exterior waUs 
instead of supi>orting the roof, are ^ed from it — Amer. 
Fabrtcsy; esp ; to hang so as to be free on all sides except at 
the point of support : cause to depend ('^ a ball by a thread) 
(~ a chandelier from a ceiling) d : to cause to be upheld or 
to be kept from falling or sinking by some invisible support 
(as buoyancy) Cdvat '^ed in the air) (particles ^ed in water) 
C : to support (the upper part of a venide). on the wheeb or 
axles by springs or other devices 6 : to nold riveted in at- 
tention : keep fixed or lost (as in wonder or contemplation). 
(man . . .'is forever '^ed in a floating world of action and 
contemplation — Richard Eberhart) 7 : to keep, waiting in 
suspense or indecision . 8 : to make contingent or dependent 
on or upon : coKornoN 9 : to hold (a musical note or tone) 
over into the following chord yf 1 ; to cease temporarily 
from. operation or activity (the magazine.'^rrf) (the school 
^ed for lack of finances) 2 : to stop payment or fail to meet 
obligations or engagements — used of a business or a bank 

3 obs a X to suspend judgment .b Mo have. an apprehension 
or a suspicion 4, a.: hano (baleen: plates, rv/ng from the 
upper jaw — Alaika Sportsman} b": to become held in.siis* 
pension (fine particles that '^' readily in' water)' syn see 


suspenders 2a 



b pended cadence n : isecefttve ca[>ence 

suspended ceiling /i : a ceiling suspended from the floor or 

roof construction above 
suspended cymbal n : crash cymbal 
suspended Joint n : a rail joint coming between two railroad 

ties — compare supported ioint 
sus*pend*er \39*spend3(r)\ /t -s 1 a ; one that susi>ends 

b Scots law : the ji^arty that pra^ the 

court for a suspension 2 ; a device by 

which something may be suspended: as 

a ; one of two supporting bands of elastic. 

leather, or doth, worn across the shoulders 

and fastened at. the waistline to trousers, 

a skirt, or.belt — usu. used in pL and often 

with pair (a pair of '-^j) b Brit : Carter 

C : a support (as a hanger or hook) for an 

electric cable 3 : something (as a basket 

of flowers) suspended 

suspender belt n. Brit : garter belt 
sns<pend*lble WspendabalX ad} : capable 
of being suspended 

iSUS-pense \sa*spen(t)s\ n -s [ME. fr. MF. 
fr. fern, of suspens suspended, in doubt, 
hesitant, fr. L suspensus.fr. past part, of suspendere to suspend] 
1 a : the state of being suspended : temporary cessation 
: SUSPENSION (asks for ^ of judgment —Manchester Guardian 
Weekly) b ; the state in which a temporary cessation of one's 
legal nght exists 2 a : mental uncertainty : anxiety, ap- 
prehension <the thought of the ^ and terror that my absence 
mtist engenoer in my loved ones — Elinor Wylie) (the ~ 
which was more terrible than any certaint^r — Ellen Olasgow) 
b * pleasant exdtemcnt as to a decision or outcome (a 
novel of •^} 3 : the state or character of being undecided, 
not dedded, or doubtful : lack of certainty : ikdecisiveness 
(our next strategic move was still in — Sir Winston Churchill) 

^suspense adJ [ME, fr. MF suspens — more at »suspense] 
1 ; waiting for the outcome : held in suspension : si/spended, 
wrrHHEu> 2 : hesitant. CAimotw 

suspense account n ; an account for the temporary entry of 
charges or cr«lits pending determination of their, ultimate 
disposition — often used of doubtful accounts recdvable 

SUS*pense*fnl \-)sf^\ a4i : full of suspense : marked by sus- 
pense (as ~ as a ghost story) (a ~ drama> (this convention 
has been moderately — R.H.Rovere) (after a ^ pause, 
everybody stood up —F J.Warburg) 

8tiS*pea*slon \S9*spenchan\ n -S [LL suspension-^ suspensio, 
ft. L suspensus (past part, of suspendere 
to suspend) + -ion-, -lo' -ion ] 1 : the 
act of suspending or the state or period 
of beins suspended, interrupted, or abro- 
gated (his tHisiness duties forced the ^ 
of hu hobbies —Current Biog.} (an actress 
under ^ from a moving-^cture studio 
for faihng to report to work): as. a : tem- ' 
porary forced withdrawal from the ex- 
ercise of office, powers, prerogatives, 
privileges as a member or communicant suspension le: a 
(~ may be employed to remove an preparation, b per- 
apparently seriously objectionable boy or cussion, c resolu- 
girl from school —H.R.Dou glass) (a tion 
rash of police ^s takes place because of 
alleged shakedowns — R.B.Merriam) b : temporary with- 
holding (as of belief, decision, or judmoent) c ; temporary 
remission of action or execution (as of a law. regulation, or 
rule) d Scots taw (1) : a judictat remedy to prevent a threat- 
enea injurv or to stop an unlawful proceeding brought in the 
Bin Chamber, before a lord ordinary who may require caution 
before granting emergency .relief and who then hears the 
case on its merits — called also suspension and Interdict 
(2) ; a petition brought in the Bill Chamber by a prisoner 
before a lord ordinary to satisfy him that the imprisonment is 
illegal — called also suspension and liberation e (1^ : the 
holding over of one or more musical tones of a chora into the 
following chord, thus produdng a momentary discord and 
suspending the concord which the ear expects; spe^ : such a 
dissonance which resolves downward (2) : the tone thus 
held over — compare rciardation 3 f : a penalty by which 
a deric is forbidden wholly or in part to exercise the power of 
orders or office or to enjoy the fruits of bis benefit K : stop- 
page of payment of obUgations or engagements : failure 

— used esp. of a business or a bank Ix I a rhetorical device 
whereby the hearer is kept in suspense over what is to follow 
or over the inference or conclusion to be drawn ("eye bath 
not seen, ear hath not heard ..." is a '^) 1 : an abbrevia- 
tion (as IHS for IHXOT2 Jesus) consisting of the first letter 
or the first part of a word accompanied by a spedal mark 
indicating the omission of the rest : an abbreviation (as ppt 
for precipitate) consisting of the first letter or part of a word 
and the first letter or part of the second or third syllable of 
the word 2 a : the act of hangiilg or the state of being hung 
(the simple stake was employed for the impalement as weU 
as for the of those under sentence — Victor Schultze) 
b (1) : the state of a su6stance when its partides are mixed 
with but undissolved in a fluid or solid (dust partides in in 
air) (silt in in water> (droplets in in a gas) (2) : a 
substance in this state (a «~ of fine sand in water) (3) : a 
two-phase system consisting of a finely divided solta dispersed 
in a solid, hquid, or gas — compare dispersion 4b, emulsion 
2a, solution 2b(l) 3 : something suspended (the swinging 
bridge, a of steel cables with stone towers and a wooden 
walkway — Amer. Guide Series: Minn.} 4 a : a device by which 
something (as a magnetic needle) is suspended (a bifilar ^} 
b : the system of springs and other devices supporting., the 
upper part of a vehicle on the axles, (independent front-wheel 
~ has entire!/ replaced the rigid front axle on American cars 
— ^Joseph Heitner> C ; the act. process^ or manner in which 
the pendulum or torsion balance of a timepiece is suspended 

suspension bridge n : a bridge that has its roadway suspended 
from two or more cables usu. passing over towers and securely 
anchored at the ends, that has cables consisting of wire rope, 
eyebars. or parallel wires wrapped spirally with wire to 
protect them and hold them in position, and that usu. has 
the floor system made rigid by longitudinal stiffening trusses 

— see BRIDGE illustration 

suspension feeder n : an animal that feeds on material (as 
planktonic organisms) suspended in water and that usu. has 
various structural modifications for straining out its food 

suspension periods or suspension points n pi : usu. three 
spaced periods used to mark an omission of a word or group 
of words from a written context — compare ellipsis 3 

SUS-pen*8iTe \s»*spen(t)siv, -)s£y also •)39v\ ad} [ML jus- 
penslvus, fr. L suspensus (past part, of suspendere) + -Iws 
•ive] 1 : stopping temporarily : tending or having the power 
to suspend : effecting suspension ; suspendino 2 : charac- 
terized by suspense, suspended judgment, or indecisiveness 
(a ^ novel) 3 : characterized by physical or rhetorical sus- 
pension ; manifesting suspension ( — sentences) (a ^ veto) 

suspensive condition n; Roman, civil, A Scots law : a con- 
dition depending upon an uncertain event which must be 
fulfilled before an obligation arises : coKomoN precedent 

sus<i>en>siTe*ly \-)sivle, -li\ adv i in * suspensive manner 

sus*pen*slTe<ness V)sivnte\ n -es : the quality or. state of 
being suspensive 

SUSpenslre veto n ; a veto by which n law. is merely^uspended 

; until reconsidered by the legislature' and becomes -avla^ .if ■. 
repassed by an ordinary majority " . ' * • 

U /#\.«JH\ fi nSV tutnension .+ col- 


vertebrate 
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vesicular 


aver.te-ljratOiX-.brSt, usu -Sd.+V\ rr -€d/-ino/-s ; to link 

' .together in a rnannersucgesting vertebrae 

a vertebrate \iamid? »varrEBiiATE\ n -s CNL Virtebratai : t 

vjcrtebrate ant'mal 
vef-tcbratrCd \V#.brad.4<l\ adj tNL ytrttbratM^. + E -^rfj 
1- VERTCBAATC 2 I composed of or having vertebrae or seg- 
ments resembling vertebrae <a fi$b with a tail) 
ver-te*tra<tl6n X.^'/brubsnX n -s V vertebrate + -ton] 
: strength as if from > firm spinal column ; FiRUNESS.<the solid 


f of his logic) 

\Swl.ob9(r)\ fi -$ CMF, 


fr. L rertebra} archaic 


Ter*te>bfe 

: VERTEBItA 

vertebrb — lee vertebr- 

ver*te*bro •chondral \',v9rd-9hTo+\ adj if ertebr- + ehondrat] 
: of, relating to« or involving a vertebra and a costal cartilage 

Ter*te*bro*slemal \**+\ «5 {vertebro- + sternal^ :'of, relat- 
ing to, or extending between the vertebrae and the sternum 

verted past oj vert 

ver>tej> \var'tep\ n -s CRuss, lit., cavern.- deo] : ao early 
Russian puppet, show 

ver.tex VvOTt.tcks. VSl, Vvai|\.«, pt Tertl*ces \Id.3,s£r, |t*.\ 
aZfovertexes \|.teks>z\ [L verfex, rorrcxwhtrl, whirlpool, high- 
ejt point, peak, ir. L vie/;/£r«;to turn — more at worth j I a : the 

fo'int opposite ' to and .farthest from the base in any figure' 
aving. a base : the terminating point fas where the sides of 
an. angle meet or where a- curve or surface meets its axis) of 
some particular. lines in. a figure or a curve.; the Intersection 
of a' conic, and its prinqpu axis -rr' tec angls illustration 
b^: the poifit of intersection of an axially symmetrical optical 
mrface with, its axis of symmetry c.(0, t ^NITH 1; abo i the 
po.int on . the limb of a celestial 'body nearest tthe 'zenith 
(2) : a point on the celestial sphere to ward' .which star stream* 
Ing is directed 2 : the top. of the hea4:.as a : the upper part 
of. the. head of an' insect in front above the tntennae and. 
between the compound eyes b (1) : 'the highest point of the 
human skull when . held. iq.. the eyewear plane .:(2) ; the^bighest 
median point of the htad of the living human when in a natural 
position 3 : a principal or- highest point : 3Umkut. apex <a 
monument on the ~ of the hill); ojten ; the high point of an 
arch : CROiWN, keystomb . ", ; 

iver.U-cal ASwld.ldkaU 'vSl, •vail. |t|. iScA adj [MF or LL; 
MF f'erticat, tr. LL verticails. fr. L rertic-, rertex. peak + •aii* 
•eXy X ti : of, or relating to the vertex : situated at. the highest 
poinC. : directly overhead or in the zenith b obs x being or 
relating to a high point .(as of % life, of eminence,'^ or of exfcl- 
lence) c ; of or relating to the vertex of the head . d : of, 
relating -to,, or beip^^an aerial , photograph taken with the 
camera pointing straight down or nearly io ,%tLt pc^penflicu- 
lar to the plaiie of the horizon or to a primiiry axis : iJPRiOHnr. 
PLIMB <a.~ line> b .(!).: -located at right angles to the plane 
of a supporting surface (2) : lying m the direction of an 
aids : LENGTHWISE C : directed upward or dowbward at a 
right angle to the plane of the body or part of the surface of 
the earth fins of a fish) 3 : relating to, involving, or inte- 
grating discrete elemenu (as from lowest to highest or from 
first io last): as a : consisting of two or more economic units 
on different levels of producuon or distribution <a ~ business 
organization) <a completel/ ♦~ manufacturing operation 
— MK. Times'^ b : of, relating to. or comprising persons of 
different status <thc.~ arrangement of society^ (race, reliuon, 
and nation are example^ ot r^' grbu^ — C.M.Panuiizio) — 
compare industriai. union. 4 : relating to h«rmony fisp. in 
a homophonic composition as Contrasted with !i. contrapuntal 
one.-TT compare .HORtzONTAL 2h(3) 6 o/ a st'aMp. t having a 
rectangular shape with the shorter sides forming the top and. 
bottom 6 : coniin^ from or in volying action from above and 
specif, .trom the air .6^ warfare); «p : constituting aeri^ 
bombing from a craft .flying parallel with the earth . . 
, STn rERPENDicuLAR. pluub: VERTICAL in iseneral nontedini- 
cai.use may suggest a line or direction rtsiog upward, toward a 
^ith <the design, is the characteristic American perpendicular 
skyscraper style, with horutohtal lines subdued and the rtrtUal 
lines emphasized —Amer. Guide Series: A/2n/i.). <the verttcaU 
or conventional, approach, was to begin at a designated place 
and time in history, and then climb the chronological ladder 
until you reached the present —Norman Cousins) and it may 
aUo be applied „to a straight downward direction but is ao 
used less frequently .<face, as many have done and are doing, 
the level as opposed to the vertical fire of the enemy — Sir 
Wm^tpn Churchill) perpendicular, may suggest' a atiff 
suaightne»; jt is somewhat more likely than vertkaX to 
suggest a downward line or strairfit drop or descent <it ap- 
pears that ih< water is broken nov^ere by. striking against the 
rocks, and .that therefore the descent is perpendicular — An- 


„ — ^„ . „..j indicating 

cahty; capable of being ascertained by plumb hne <the wall 
was iiot p/wptfc) 

*v0rticaIA-\ « -s : somethinl^ thiitis vertical: as' a ofis't ver- 
t£x. cHEidirr, SUMMIT b : a vertical , line, plane, or cirde; era 
; pERPENpicutAR. C : a verticil member in » truss . d ; a 
yerucal, photograph *; an aerial photograph .taken .with ,the 
idamera 'polluted straight downward e : tjpRioirrpiANO',, 

vertical a&^e h 1' : an angle measured on a vertical 'drde 
either upward or downward from the horizon ' 2 i either of 
two ariglies lying on thjC opposite sides of two infirsectihg lines 
or planes 

vertical bank n ; a flight maneuver in which an jurptaine is so 
steeply banked that its longitudinal axis'approa^es the ver- 
tical . . 

vertical circle n I a i a great circle of th^ celestial kph^e 
whose plane is perpendicular to that of the horizon ; azimuth 
CIRCLE b :.an astronomical observational circle so mo.unted 
as to turn to any azimuth 2 : a theodolite having a. finely 
divided circle on its horizontal axis and used for measuring 
altitudes 

vertical comblnaUon or vertical integ:ration n : a combining 
of business firms engaged in different phases of the inanufac- 

, ture'and distribution of a product into an interacting whotie^' 

vertical curve a ; an easement curve in railroad track to con- 
nect interjecting grade' lines 

vertical engine n : an engine in which the piston moves verti- 
cally up and down and the crankshaft is usu. below the cylin> 
der ., ' - . 

vertical envelopment n : envelopment of military enemy, 
from the air (as with troops dropped by parachute or landed 
by glidenr, helicopters, or airplanes) usu.; to seize key objectives, 
in. the enemy's rear '?.'*■' 

vertical-fiber brick n : a wire-cut vitrified'paVing briclc laid in 
a pavement with a wire-cut face up . 

vertical file n I : a file the records of which are placed upright 
or oil edge 2 I a collection of pamphlets, ' ■ • ■ ^ • 

clippings, and ephemera (as in a library) 
that is tnaintaihed to answer brief questions 
quickly or to provide'points of information 
not easy to locate elsewhere 

vertical fin n : any of the median fins of a 
fish : a dorsal, anal, or cagidal fin ' - 

vertical flute n ; REcoRdER ' 

vertical gradient n : lapse rate , 
. vertical grain n : quarter-s^wed lumber 

verticalrgralned adj : quarter- 

. SAWED . 



vertical limb n : a graduated arc attached to an instrument (as 
a theodolite), for measuring vertical angles 

vertical line n ; a line perpendicular to a surface or to another 
line considered as a base: .as a : a line perpendicular to the 
horizon, b : a line parallel to the sides of a page or. sheet as 
distinguished, from a horizontal line C : the direction of a 

. plumb line : a line, normal to the'.surface of still water 

ver*U*cal*l7 \V«k(a)Ie. -li\ adr : so as. to be vertical ; in re- 
spect to the vertical 

ver<ti*cal*ness n -es ; verticauty 

vertical plane » I : a plane that passes through a vertical line 
2 : a plane of perspective passing through the point of sight 
and perpendicular to the ground plane and to the picture 

vertical renversementn ; an air maineuver in which an airplane 
reverses its direction of flight by pulling up in a vertical climb 
until stall, dropping the nose in a wingover. and doing a half* 
roll 

vertical sash n : a lash sliding np and down — compare French 
SASH : 

vertical saw n 1 : a saw (as a niuley saw) whose supporting 
frame moves in vertical guides 2 t a 'circular saw operating 
in a vertical plane 

vertical section a : a mechanical drawing showing an interior, 
wall thicknesses.. and similar relations as if made on a vertical 
plane passing through the object (as a building) depicted 

vertical soum dial n : a sundial (as on the south wall of a 
building) in the vertical plane facing south 

vertical structure n : music composed or viewed as a succes- 

.uon of harmonies or chordaTunits in contrast to simultaneous 
independent melodies — compare horizontal structure 

vertical trust n :-a trust formed! hy vertical combination 

vertical union n .: inpustrial inaoN 

vertices pt oJ vertex 

ver*tl*cil N'vdrd'd^silN n -4 CNL' rertietUus, it. L, whorl of a 
spindle] : a circle or whorl of similar body parts (as flowers 
about a point on an axis or sensory hairs about an antennal 
ioint) *^ - . ^ 

verticUl- comb form (NL. fr. yerticitba^ fr. L, whorl of a 
spindle. dinC of fertic'. vertex whirl — more at vertex] 
: whorl : verticil <w/fcHfary) 

ver<ti*cU*las>ter \/V3rd-3Sinast9(r)\ n .-s (NL. fr. yertUiU- + 
-orfer] : a mixed inllorcscence (as in many labiates) consisting 
of a pair of much-condensed nearly sessile cymes arranged 

. around an axis like a true verticil — see inflorescekce illustra- 
tion 

ver*tt*cU*las*trate \>«^9a,strSL -astr4t\ aVCNL v%rTfc/JXaj/«r 

-f- £ -ctel ; bearing or arranged in vertidllasters 
ver*ticU*la*tae \,v9rdos«'t)Ul<(,)!, (,)v9r,tisA [NL. fr. fern. pL 

of rerticillatus verticillate] syn of casuarinales 
ver-UcU-late \:vard.o;sUit, C)varHis»JIt\ o^CNL verttciOatus, 
fr. verticiilus + L -atus -ate J : arranged in vertidb : whorled: 
'esp ; arranged in a transverse whorfUke the spokes of a wheel 
'r-' leaves) <a ^ shell) — ver*ticil>late>l7 \-le\ adv — ver- 


lcU;la;tion N.vwd^K^'nDUian,, (,)v9r,tisa' 


ver-ttC'U'lat'ed \-,lSd.M\ a4I [NL fertidllatut + E -ed} 
: verticillate 

verticmi- comb Jwm [NL VerttcimumJ i VerHdUtum 
i^rticilUoasy 

ver.ti.cU.U.Ose V,vwd-a'sU5,3s\ n [ISV rerl/ciW- -I- -cse} 
• verticoxiosis 

ver*tl*cU*U*o*sis \.««^le*oste\ n, pt vertlcilllo<ses 
CNL. fr. verticaU- + osis) i a wilt disease of various plants 
caused by soil-borne fungi of the gfiaas VertMltium 

Ver*ti'€il-U*am \,«*'sile3m\ « CNL, Ir. rertictU-} 1 cap t t 
genus of imperfect fungi (order Mohiliales) having cbnidia 
borne singly at the apex of whoried branchlets and including 
several that cause destructive wilts in plants — see VERTiaLLK>! 
SIS 2 -4 ; a fungus of the genus Vertlcitlifim 

verUcUlium wilt n i verticiixiosis 

ver*tic«i*t7 \,v3r*tis3d-€\ « -es CNL verticitat-^ rerttcttas^ fr. L 
verrfc-,. vertex Jiighest point, peak + •itat-, -itas 4ty — more at 
vertex] : a tendency (as shown by a magnetized needle) to 
turn toward a magnetic pole ^the old window staodiions bad 
-become magnetic, proving, as he thinks, that iron- acquires ^ 
—Walter Pater) 

ver*tig*i*nate \,var*tU3.nIt\ W -EDAntoZ-s CLL rer^tginatus, 
past part, of rertigtnare to whirl around, fr. L urtlgin-t vertigo 
action of whirling} ; to whirl dizzily around : twirl . , : • 

ver«tiS*i*lion;s \-nas\ CL rertiginosus one suffering from 
dizziness, vertiginous, fr. rertigin', verttgo + •osus -ose] 
1 : characterized or accompanied by vertigo, ^a ~ dream) 
disorders) 2 a : suffering froin vertigo : afflicted with dizzi- 
ness : OIDDY b : having a tight or silly mind : deficient in 
steadfastness or constancy ; inclined to frequent and often 
pointless or foolish' change 3 : Causing or td^ding to cause 
dizziness ; of a kind likely to cause vertigo heights) <a 
speed) 4 : involving or marked by tummg ; rotary <the ~ 
motion of the earth) — ver>tig<i*nous*ly adr' 

ver*tl*KO NWarld.fiLgS. WSl. "vail, |t|. f3.g5 sometimes ^,)V9r- 
*t?(Jg5 or (Jvar*tIC)ge\ n IL. action of whirling, fr. vertere to 
turn ^ more at woRTtf ] .1 pt vertigoes X-SzN or ver:tlg.I-nes 
\.V9r*tij3ji7z\ a (I) : a disturbance which is associate with 
various known diseases or due to unknown causes and in which 
the external world seems to revolve around the. individual or in 
which the individual seems to revolve in space — called' also 

. respectively objective vertigo^ subjective vertigo. (2) : dizziness 

- b : dizzy confused condition of mind :,a state in wbich all 
things seem to. be whirling around ; mental ^wilderment or 
confusion c : disordered ^utlibration or verti^nous move- 
ments in a lower animal of teii' forming a symptom' of a specific 
disease; afjo : a disease (as gid or staggers) marked by such 
vertigo 2 cap C NL, fr. L j ; a genus that comprises very small 
cylindrical land. snails usu. found under stones and dead wood 
and is ti>cluded in the family PupiUidae or made the type of a 
separate family ' 

verting pres part oJ vert 

vert russe MverlrUsX « IF] ! russun green 

verts pt oJ vert, pres 3d sing oJ vert 

vertu rar o/ virtu 

ver*U*la*nu*an \,»«1Sm&n\ adj, usu cap C Baron Verulam 
(title of Francis Bacon 11^26 Eng. philosopher and author) + 
E -<m] : of, relating to, or like that of Francis Bacon 
ver>u*nion<ta*niUU \,ver9,m^n;'tanam\ n -5 CNL, fr. L verft 
. spit, dart + montanum, neut. of montanus mountainous — . 
more at SAi;ERKRAUr, mountain] : an elevation in the floor of 
the prostatic portion of the urethra where the seminal ducts 
enter 

ver* vain \'var,v5n\ n -s CME verveiHe, U. MF, fr. L verbena^ 
sing, of -F«r&^noe : sacred boughs of laurel, olive, or myrtle, 
class of medicinal plants; akin to L verber rod, Gk rhabdos 
rod, rhamhos buckthorn and prob. to Gk rhembeln to whirl, 
OYiQ werjan to throw — more at warp] 1 :, a plant of the 
genus Verbena; esp ; one having small spicate flowers — ■ see 

BLim VERVAIN 2 : VERBENA 3 

vervain family /I r vERQENACEAB 

vervain hummingbird n : a very small hummingbird XMelllsuga . 
' minima) of Hispaniola and Jamaica 

vervain mallow n : a European mallow (Matva aicea)' often 
' cultivated for its rose-colored flowers 
vervain sage n : wild saob i 

vervain thorough wort « : a rough -foliaged perennial herb 
(Eupatorium pildsum) of the eastern U.S. having, opposite 
•mostly oblong leaves and , an open, cymosecliistirt of .white 
. flower heads 

^ S/^/aNrv *vmv\ n -s TF. fr, MF. caprice. 


ver-velle \.vsr*vel\ n -s Cobs. F, fr. MF, vervelle. vervcl] : a 
staple or small loop used in medieval armor esp. for lacing a 
camail to the headpiece 

ver; ver \nvS;v5, C)ve;vcVrt -S.C Haitian Creole] ; a voodoo- 
istic ritual design commoiuy traced on the ground 

ver»vet \*vwv4t\ it -s CF. fr. vert green + 'Vet (as in grivet); fr. 
its color — more at vcrt] : a southern and eastern African 
guenon monkey (Cercopithecus pygerythrus) related to the 
grivet but having the face, ichin, hands, and feet black 

'verv Were, -ri\ a4I -erZ-est tME verray, verry, fr. OF. verai, 
fr. (assumed) VL veracus. It. L verac-, verax true, truthful, fr. 
verus true: akin to OE w2r true, correct, wSr faith, care, bond 
of friendship. OHG wSra bond, trust, care, ON vSrar pledge, 
Oltjtr true, Gk Ira (acc.) favor, OSlav vira faith; basic mean- 
ing: care, loyalty] la: properly entitled to the. name or 
designation : true <~ God of ~ God, begotten not made 
^Nicene Creed} <the fierce hatred of a woman — J.M. 
Barrie) b : actual, real. VERrrABLE (whether thou be my 
son ... or not —Gen 27:21 (AV)) <the blood and bone of 
our grammar — H.L.Smith b. 19l3) C : simple, plain <in 
truth, life is short —Benjamin Famngton) 2 a : exact, pre- 
CiSE (might be the condition we seek — H.H.Curtic«> <is in 
the heart of the Irish capital —Gerard MacGowan) 
b : exactly soluble or necessary <may be the thing for the 
purpose — C.K.Ogden) 3 a : ABSOLtm. utter (the veriest 
idiot that ever lived —Joseph Conrad) b : sheer, unqualified 
<the sailors mutinied from ^ hunger -^T.B.Macaulay) 4 — 
used as an Intensive esp. to emphasize identity (my ^ chains 
and I grew friends — Lord Bvron) <cause the ~ rocks to 
tremble —Amer, Guide Series: Midney <the language.of the 
churches is becoming unintelligible to them — W.R.Inge) 
6 : MERE. BARE (the veriest shadow of a mighty dniasty — W.E. 
Swinton) (the ^ thought of thee with sweetness fills the breast 
—Edward Caswall) 6 ; selfsame. lOENnCAL <her own mother 
had once used that ^ word —Helen Howe) 7 : special, 
particular <the path that led 'across the roots of his ~ tree 
-rNathaniel Hawthorne) syn see same 

<very.\**\:d</v CMS verray, It^ verray^ adj.] 1 : to a high dea'ce 
: to a considerable extent : extremely, exceedingly <a ^ hot 

. day) ^sun is bright) ^is '^rmuch a believer in reason — F..A. 
Pottle) <saw the four, of them ~. plainly —Carson McCuUers) 
/is ~ pleased to edit the . , . magazine — HJki.McLuhan) 
<towns were ~ separated from one another —L.D. Stamp) 
<round the comer came a nice old lady —Lilian Balch) 
2 : in actual fact : really, truly (the ^ best store in town) 
<on the ~ next page) <told the same story) (expected the ~ 
opposite result) 3 archaic, i exactly, precisely <1ooked as 
though in her heart she was now, ^ now, singing the old lines 
— Llewelyn Powys) 

very high frequency n 1 : a radio frequency in the range of the 
radio spectrum above high frequency — see radio frequency 
table 2 : a radio frequency in the part of the verv hifl^ fre- 
quency band between 100 and 1 56 megacycles used. for radio 
aids to. airplane navigation and communication 

very-high-frequency adj i of or relating to very high frequency 
or to a radio wave having such a frequency 

very light Wert -ri-\ n. usu cap K I after Edward W. Very 
tl910 Am. naval officerj : one of the flares used in the Very 
system of signaling — compare star shell. very*s Nfoirr ssa- 

HALS 

very low frequency n : a radio frequency in the lowest range of 
the radio spectrum — see radio frequency table 

very^w-frequency adj ; ol or relating to very low frciquency 
or to a radio wave naving such a frequency 

very pistol n, usu cap K Cafter Edward W. Very fl^lO] : a 
pistol designed to fire Very lights 

'very reverend — used as a courtesy title for various ecdesiasti" 
cat officials (as Roman Catholic and An^ican deans, rectors 
of Roman Catholic colleges and seminaries, stiperiors of reli* 
gious houses. monsigtK>r with the rank of papal chamberlain) 

very'8 night signals afro very night signals n pi, usu cap V 
Cafter Edward W. Verv tl9t0 Am. naval officer] : a system of 
rivaling in which balls of red and green fire are fired- from a 
pistol and their arrangement in groups denotes numbers having 
a code significance 

vesp/o/vE 

ves abbr 1 CL vesica"} bladder 2 vesicular 3 vessel 4 vestry 
ve.sl \*vSse, -5ze\ n -s CFiji] : ipil 
veslc abbr [L veslcula} blister 

.vesl*ca \v4'seka, vi'slfca, VcsAks\ /i. pt vesl-cae \-«,kL -i(,)kS, 
•I(.)se, -aJcS, -9,kl, -9,sS\ (V vesica, venslca; akin to L venter 
hcOy — more at venter] X : bladder 2 o£ti : a large 
vessel for distilling liquor 3 : vesica pesos <the ^ and 
festoons common in Iruh cot glass) 

ves.l.cal Wesikol. .$ac-\ a4/ CF vistcaK fr. MF veslcat, fr. L 
vesica + MF -alX 1 : of or relating to a bladder; esp : of or 
relating to the urinary bladder 2 : of the shape of a bladder 
: having the form of a pointed oval 

vesical artery n ; any of several arteries derived from the . 
anterior trunk of the hvjwgastric artery and distributed to the 
urinary bladder and adjacent parts 

vesical neck n : the part of the urinary bladder immediately 
surrounding the internal orifice of the urethra 

vesical plexus a 1 : a plexus of nerves at the base of the blad- 
der coinprislng preganglionic fibers chiefly from the hypo- 
gastric plexus and lodging postganglionic neurons whose fibers 
are distributed to the bladder 2 : a venous plexus t>etween the 
muscular wall of the bladder and the overlying peritoneum 
draining into the pudendal plexus 

1ves*i-Cant \*vesjik3nt\ n -siL vested bladder, blister + E 
•antt n. suffix] 1 : an agent (as a drug or a plant substance) 
that induces blistering 2 : a'vesicant war gas (as mustard gas 
or lewisite) — called also blister gas 

^vesicant \**\ a4j IL vesica + E -ant, adj. suffix] : producing 
or tending to produce blisters 

vesica pis- cls \-'piskte, 'pisis, *pu^. *p^\ n CNL, lit., fish 

bladder] ; a pointed oval figure typically 

composed of two intersecting arcs; specij 

: an' aureole of this shape surrounding a 

represcntadon'of a sacred personage 
ves*l>car*la \,ves3Tca(a)rcA «, cap CNL, fr. 

L vesica + NL •aria'] t a small genus of 

chiefly Medit^anean annual or perennial 

herbs (family Cruciferae) with inflated seed 

pods 

ves>l-cate \'ve3»,kSt\ vb -edAinoZ-s Cback<« 
formation fr. vesication} : buster 

ves-i*ca*tlon V«*kash9n\ n -s CMF. fr. L 
vesica bladder, blister .+ MF -af/o/i] 1 : an. . 
instance or the process of blistering 2 : blis- 
ter 

ves*i*ca*to*ry \'ves4ka,tore. v4*sifc-\ a4J or 
n [MF veslcatolre^ fr. vesication + -oire -ory ] 
: vesicant 

veislcatOXT gas n : a war gas that causes blistering 

ves<i*Cle \'ves4k»l, -sck-\ n -sXMF vesicule, fr. L veslcuta small 
bladder, small blister, dim. of vesica bladder, blister — more at 
vesica] : a body felt to resemble a bladder esp. in constituting 
a small thin-walled cavity: as a : a plant or animal structure 
(as a cyst, vacuole, or cell) having the general form of a mem- 
branous cavity : a thin sac esp. when filled with fluid b : mi- 
nute bubbles formerly held to make up the substance of a cloud 

: or fog'< C : a small and.morp:or less circular elevation ;Of the. . 

•cuticle of the skin containing a clear Watery fluid : blister ■• 
d : a small cavity in a mineral or rock and esp. in a basaltic lava - 



vesica piscis 


